PONER PACKED SUPER SPECTACULAR 


PRES EN Te 


ALSO FEATURING: 
THE ROAD WARRIORS 
THE FOUR HORSEMEN 
THE SAMOANS 
THE MONGOLS 
THE MOONDOGS 
THE FANTASTICS 
THE SUPERPOWERS 
| ‘THE HEADHUN TERS 
CAPT, LOU ALBANO 
‘AND MUCH, MUCH 
MORE! 


$2.50 US. $2.95 CANADA £1.95 U.K 


Winn 


72246°00394 


| 


Call the Hulk Hogan H 
| now and get Faia ae 
sigh fr rom the gq gre est 


A pe Set Sar 48 . ~ 4 
Hoadan can provi r , / _M 
Hoga co elge oy ICT j a j 
rT ‘ r 


s: Play “Beat The Hulk” 


and Gibichuite 


States i is $1.49. Cost per minute in the Unitec 
d 49p at all other times, incl. VAT. Kids, get 


Hulk Hogan, ‘Hulkster, arid Hulkamanta are trademarks of the Marvel Entertainment Group Inc. licensed exclusively to World Championship Wrestling, ine. 


CONTENTS / WINTER 1993 


INTRODUCTION 
Articles proving that two is better than one 
6 RINGSIDE UPDATE with Bill Apter 
The latest wrestlin 2 happenings as of press time 
8 INTERVIEW 86: THE ROAD WARRIORS 
Hawk and Animal discuss their fabulous careers 
12 SUPERSTAR INTERVIEW: THE FANTASTICS 
Tommy Rogers and Bobby Fulton made things happen in World Class 
16 THE FREEBIRDS: 
BIRDS OF A FEATHER CRIPPLE TOGETHER 
This Texas team caused havoc with its rivals 
20 POWER BOMBS’ POWER FAILURE: STING & SMITH 
DIDN’T BEAT THEM, RACE & PARKER DID! 
Due to ineffectual management, Vader and Vicious never stood a chance 
24 BRUISED AND BATTERED VICTIMS AGREE: 
WRESTLING THE STEINERS IS LIKE BEING IN A CAR CRASH 
Rick and Scott give foes the very definition of torture 
26 TAG TEAM WITHOUT TRUST: 
WHY CHRIS ADAMS AND TERRY TAYLOR 
ARE THEIR OWN WORST ENEMIES 
They won not because of their partner, but in spite of them 
29 THERE’S NO TEAM AS DEADLY AS THE MONGOLS! 
Beto and Gito ran roughshod over the wrestling world 
30 THE ROCK ’N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
ANSWER YOUR 10 MOST PERSONAL QUESTIONS 
Everything you always wanted to know about Morton and Gibson 
32 TAG TEAM WRESTLING’S NEW WAVE: 
THE SECRET BEHIND THE ROCK ‘N’ ROLL EXPRESS’ HIT STYLE 
Calling out all wrestling fans—are you ready for a brand new beat? 
39 THE ROAD WARRIORS MUTILATE BRETT WAYNE— 
AND WHERE WAS RONNIE GARVIN? 
Why was this carnage allowed to continue unchecked? 
42 AN EMPIRE FALLS: 
THE SELF-DESTRUCTION OF THE FOUR HORSEMEN 
All of a sudden, Ric Flair and company came up lame 
44 TAG TEAM PARTNERS ONE MINUTE— 
DEADLY ENEMIES THE NEXT! 
When friendship turns to sudden hate 
46 THE SAMOANS’ LIFE STORY by Capt. Lou Albano 
What happened when they ran into “The Guiding Light” 
50 THE MOONDOGS PLAY “RUFF” 
All these crazy canines fetch are victories 


Classics. 


Founder 
Stanley Weston 


Publisher 
Stuart M. Saks 


Associate Publisher 
Craig Peters 


Senior Editor 
Bill Apter 


Managing Editor 
V. J. Paterno 


Associate Editor 
Dave Lenker 


Art Director 
Barbara Ann Brady 


Production Coordinator 
Bob Eddy 


Art Associates 
Tina Filice 
Johnathan Clifton Harding 
Joseph Kalman 
Alex Krasnopolsky 


Senior Writers 
David Rosenbaum 
Andy Rodriguez 
Chris Bernucca 
Eddie Eliner 


Photo Editor 
Jason Ross Lavin 


Contributing Editors 
Matt Brock 
Elizabeth A. Hunter 
Kostya Kennedy 
Joey Styles 


President 
Kenneth J. Gudaitis 


Director of Operations 
Doug Heller 


Director of Marketing/Advertising 


David Gerhardt 


Circulation Director 
Robert Nucci 


Customer Service 
Nancy Parsons 
P.O. Box 910 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 


70 


THE SUPERPOWERS’ SUPER VICTORY: 

DUSTY RHODES & NIKITA KOLOFF WIN THE CROCKETT CUP! 
And a nice payday to boot 

INTRODUCING THE HEADHUNTERS 

These South Africans love blood, and aren’t afraid to admit it 
CLASSIC WRESTLING RATINGS 

Pinpointing a specific month in mat history 

OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 

Today's rankings—the most respected anywhere 
RATINGS ANALYSIS 

Who's holding what belt? And is Vader really “Big”? 


WRESTLING CLASSICS (ISSN: 1060-0523) is published quarterly by 
London Publishing Co., 7002 West Butler Pike, Ambler, PA, 19002. 
Single copy price: $2.50 ($2.95 in Canada, £1.95 in U.K.). We are not 
responsible for the loss or non-return of unsolicited manuscripts or pho- 
tographs, which will not be returned unless accompanied by a self- 
addressed envelope bearing the proper amount of postage. No part of 
this magazine may be reproduced without the written permission of the 
publisher. All rights reserved. FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES AND 
RATES: (310) 572-7272. U.S. and Canadian distribution by Kable 
News Company Inc., 11 West 42nd St., New York, NY 10036. 
international distribution (excluding U.K.) by Worldwide Media Service 
Inc., 115 East 23rd St., New York, NY 10010; U.K. distribution by 
Comag, Tavistock Rd., West Drayton, Middlesex UB77QE, England. 
Printed In U.S.A. 


INTRODUCTION 


= = ce 
- POWER-PACKED SUPER SPECTACULAR! ALK ABOUT A double-dose of action! In 


this special tag team edition of WRESTLING 
rra Ine CLASSICS, we take a look at the tandem side of 


the sport. A quick glance at the stories included 
in this issue is all you need to get a quick trip 
through tag team history: 

*The Road Warriors burst on the wrestling 
scene in 1984 with all the impact of a tornado 
hitting a straw house. Hawk and Animal imme- 
diately established themselves as the top team 
in the sport, and paved the way for dozens of 
power-oriented duos to follow. 

*The Steiners have become one of the most 
exciting teams in the world to watch, and have 
captured the hearts of the fans with their amaz- 
ing array of suplexes, their sheer power, and Scott’s incredible “Frankensteiner.” 

*The Rock ’n’ Roll Express in their prime were to tag team wrestling what Hulk 
Hogan was to singles wrestling: simply the most popular, most exciting athletes in the 
world. 

*The Moondogs began a tag team dynasty in the WWF that, despite several per- 
sonnel changes (where do they get those guys?!) continues to this day in the USWA. 

*The Masters of the Power Bomb—Sid Vicious and Big Van Vader—are massive, 
brutal men with designs on controlling WCW. But their forceful personalities—plus 
the interference of managerial interests—look to be ripping them apart at the seams. 

*The Four Horsemen ruled WCW for years—and have designs on ruling it again. 
The lineup has changed several times, but their influence over the organization 
remains constant and strong. 

*The Mongols were one of the most brutal teams the ring has.ever known, and 
were an instrumental part of wrestling’s greatest trade: Capt. Lou Albano received 
Ivan Koloff and The Mongols from Tony Angelo for Crusher Verdu and an unspeci- 
fied amount of cash. 

All these teams—and more!—are featured in this issue, as well as the greatest man- 
ager of tag teams ever: Capt. Lou Albano. His incredible record of 16 WWF World tag 
team titles with 12 different teams is likely to never be broken. 

So now we’ll make the tag to you: Turn the page and enter the world of tag team 
wrestling: twice the thrills, twice the action, twice the excitement. 

It’s a classic! Oo 
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UPDATE: 
NEW HAVEN, CT 

The “bad guy” finally did good. 
Razor Ramon capped a remark- 
able evening of WWF Monday 
Night Raw recently by defeating 
Rick Martel to win the Inter- 
continental title. 

WWF President Jack Tunney 
announced at the start of the 
broadcast that Shawn Michaels 
had been stripped of the I-C title 
for failing to meet certain contrac- 
tual agreements. As a result, the 
federation held a 20-man over- 
the-top-rope battle royal. The last 
two men left in the ring would face 
off later that night to determine a 
new champ. 

During the latter stages of the 
battle royal, things looked bleak 
for Ramon. He was the only fan 
favorite left in the ring with Martel 
and WWF World tag team cham- 
pions The Quebecers. 

The three rulebreakers pooled 
their efforts in trying to destroy 
Ramon. They pounded him 
unmercifully for several minutes. 
The turning point came, however, 
when Quebecer Jacques held 
Ramon while Pierre came off the 
ropes with a clothesline. 

Ramon ducked at the last 
instant and Pierre accidentally 
kayoed his tag team partner, elim- 
inating him by sending him over 
the top rope. Before Pierre knew 
what happened, Ramon also 
tossed him over the top rope. Only 
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Razor Ramon’s career is truly golden. 
The underachieving “El Jefe” became 
boss of the WWF Intercontinental scene 
by defeating Rick Martel. 


“El Jefe” and Martel were left in 
the ring. 

Later that night, Ramon used 
his “Razor's edge” power bomb to 
defeat “The Model” for the title ina 
spirited match. While Martel lost 
the final battle, he showed great 
determination in New Haven. He 
proved more than capable of com- 
peting in a top federation. He also 
battled Native American star 
Tatanka to a double-countout on 
the card. 


UPDATE: 
COLUMBUS, GA 

Perseverance paid off for the 
young team of 2 Cold Scorpio and 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell. The 
up-and-comers defeated The 
Nasty Boys at a TV taping to 
become WCW World tag team 
champions. It came after a contro- 
versial finish. 

Brian Knobs had the match well 
in hand, with Bagwell seemingly 
covered for the winning pinfall. But 
Knobs pulled him off the canvas 
after a two-count and intended to 
inflict further damage. Jerry Sags 
was already lying dazed on the 
mat. 

Suddenly, Scorpio climbed to 
the top rope and splashed onto 
Knobs. He then rolled his partner 
on top of Sags and the referee 
made the count. 

“This is such a proud moment 
for Marcus and me,” said Scorpio. 
“We said we wouldn't give up till 
we won these belts, and we did it!” 

“The toughest part of the road 
is still ahead,” said Bagwell. 
“Defending the belts will be even 
harder than winning them. But 
now we can always say we were 
World champions. No one can 
take that away from us.” 

In other tag team news of note, 
new alliances are being formed 
and old ones ripped apart. Brian 
Pillman and Steve Austin are 
beginning to have their differ- 
ences. Austin wants Col. Robert 


Here’s teamwork: While 2 Cold Scorpio holds Brian Knobs of The Nasty Boys, 


| 


teammate Marcus Alexander Bagwell comes off the ropes. Scorpio and Bagwell 
recently unseated the Nastys as WCW tag team champions. 


Parker to manage The Hollywood 
Blonds, while Pillman—who may 
be turning fan favorite—is dead- 
set against hiring Parker. 

In even stranger news, archri- 
vals Johnny B. Badd and Maxx 
Payne have formed a team. It’s 
hard to believe Payne has seen 
the light, but it happened. 

“| think Maxx could be sooo00o 
pretty if he wanted to be,” said 
Badd. “I’m willing to give the man 
a second chance. | like his new 
attitude.” 


UPDATE: 
MEMPHIS, TN 
The WWF head honcho is at it 
again! Vince McMahon has been 
exhibiting a heretofore unseen 
attitude when he ventures to 
Memphis. 


Several months ago, McMahon 
sat in Paul Neighbors’ corner to 
watch his bout with Jerry Lawler in 
Tennessee. He even tripped 
Lawler while “The King” was chas- 
ing Neighbors outside the ring. To 
make matters worse, he took a 
cheap shot at Lawler, who was 
being held by McMahon’s body- 
guard, Pat Patterson. 

Recently, Vince got the “Macho 
Man” into the act. Randy Savage, 
a longtime rival/broadcast partner 
of Lawler’s, challenged him in 
Memphis for the USWA title. 
McMahon was in Savage’s corner, 
while Lawler brought along man- 
ager Harvey Wippleman. 

Lawler looked like he had the 
“Macho Man” where he wanted 
him, but McMahon again inter- 
fered. He knocked the Memphis 


monarch down as he was coming 
off the ropes in preparation for fin- 
ishing Savage. Later he drilled 
Lawler again, helping Savage 
score the pin. 

As expected, Lawler was 
incensed after losing his prized 
belt. 

“All these cowards from the 
WWF come down here and show 
their true colors,” he said. 


“McMahon and Savage are two of 
the biggest cowards | have ever 
seen in this sport. They make me 
sick.” 

The WWF head has been 
rumored for months to be consid- 
ering entering the ring as a 


— 


Jerry Lawler, who'd love to get WWF 
head Vince McMahon into the ring, tries 
to get his attention during a USWA card 
in Memphis. McMahon appears to be 
focused on other things. 


wrestler, but as of press time it 
hadn’t happened. 

“| hope he does get in the ring,” 
said Lawler. “I'll be the first one in 
line for a shot to teach him a les- 
son. If he thinks he can get away 
with all these stunts he’s pulled 
here in Memphis, he’s an even 
bigger fool than | thought.” Oo 
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INTERVIEW 86 
THE ROAD WARRIORS 


Only days before this issue's interview with The Road Warriors was held, the final tally in the Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
“Achievement ‘85" awards was announced. To the surprise of few people, Hawk and Animal made wrestling history by 
capturing an incredible third consecutive Tag Team of the Year title, as voted by the readers of our sister publication. 


That unprecedented achievement cements the Warriors’ reputation as the premier tag team dynasty in the sport—as if 
any further proof was needed! 


The Warriors made their professional ring debut late in 1982. Brought into the Georgia area by their manager, Precious 
Paul Ellering, they quickly claimed the National tag team title left vacant when The Samoans were stripped of the belts for 
failure to defend the championship. 


It didn’t take long for the Warriors to establish a reputation. National exposure on WTBS, plus their powerhouse ring 
tactics, made them the hottest team anywhere, With only two brief interruptions (totaling less than a month), the Warriors 
continued to hold the National tag title until July 4, 1984, when they were beaten by Jerry Oates and Ronnie Garvin. 


That shocking upset was credited not so much to Oates and Garvin overpowering or outsmarting the Warriors as it was 
to the Warriors’ sighting of greener pastures: the AWA World tag team belts. 


Less than two months later, on August 25, 1984, the Warriors defeated Crusher and Baron Von Raschke in Las Vegas 
to capture their first world tag team title. In the months that followed, they defended that title against not only all opposition 
in the AWA, but also in the NWA (via the AWA-NWA co-sponsored Pro Wrestling U.S.A, promotion), and in Japan. 


That world title reign came to a controversial and shocking end on September 29, 1985, when Hawk and Animal faced 
Jim Garvin and Steve Regal. Due to the interference of Freebirds Michael Ha yes and Buddy Roberts, plus Garvin's valet 
Precious, the Warriors lost the belts. And despite videotape and still Photographs that conclusively prove that the interfer- 

ence of Hayes directly affected the outcome, AWA President Stanley Blackburn has allowed the decision to stand. 


And now, just as the Warriors have received their third Tag Team of the Year designation, the future of The Legion of 
Doom seems in doubt. Will they remain in the AWA and try to regain their belts? Will they leave the AWA and devote 
themselves to a challenge of NWA World tag team champions Ivan Koloff, Nikita Koloff, and Krusher Khrushchev? Will 
they, as many analysts have predicted, make a move to the WWF? Or does Ellering have some new and as yet undis- 
closed strategy for his team of twin juggernauts? 


“I've interviewed Hawk and Animal plenty of times in the past,” 
“but this interview was very different. What's remarkable about it is t 
saw the Warriors alone, without Ellering. Plus they were unusuall 
despite their animal instincts, they're both very intelligent individ 


noted Wrestling 86 Managing Editor Craig Peters, 

he fact that on the day this interview was conducted, | 
lly calm and analytical. Not that that's a surprise, really— 
luals, But usually they're so emotionally charged up when 


talk to them they tend to rant and rave, Not this time. This is a rare look at two of the true legends of the sport.”’ 
SE eee 


WRESTLING 86: There’s an awful 
lot | want to talk to you guys about 
today, and | guess a good place to 
Start is with the fact that you just 
won your third award as Tag Team 
of the Year. 

ANIMAL: That’s right, only one oth- 
er team has ever won that award 
twice, and even then it wasn’t twice 
in a row. We are the number one 
team in the history of the sport. 
HAWK: That’s right. But you know 
something about that award? 
WRESTLING 86: You don’t care. 
HAWK: That's right. 

WRESTLING 86: But wait a sec- 
ond, that’s what you said when our 
office contacted you to tell you 
about the award. But | think you do 
care. | think that you're as im- 
pressed with this award as the fans 
‘are. 
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HAWK: Look, let me explain it to 
you. The award isn’t meaningless to 
us, but let’s face it: What other 
team this year could even qualify as 
Tag Team of the Year? We left 
them all in the dust! Look at your 
own ratings. Even after the belts 
were stolen from us we still re- 
mained the number one team in the 
ratings. Doesn't that tell you 
something? 

WRESTLING 86: | want to talk to 
you two about that title match, but 
there's one more thing about the 
year-end awards | want to ask you. 
Are you disappointed about Paul El- 
lering not winning Manager of the 
Year again for 1985? 

ANIMAL: First of all, | want to ex- 
plain that Paul Ellering is as much a 
part of The Road Warriors as me 
and my brother Hawk here ... 


HAWK: That's right, brother. 
ANIMAL: ... and when we win Tag 
Team of the Year, then Paul shares 
in that award, too. In fact, we've 
been meaning to call your office 
and have you guys make up anoth- 
er plaque for Paul, because if me 
and Hawk get one for Tag Team of 
the Year, then Paul should get one, 
too. 

HAWK: You know, | read some 
piece of garbage in one of your 
magazines, | think it was Inside 
Wrestling, where you said it was 
time for us to fire Paul /Editor’s 
note: Hawk is referring to the story, 
“It's Time For The Road Warriors 
To Fire Precious Paul Ellering!”’ in 
the January 1986 Inside Wrestling]. 
ANIMAL: Yeah, garbage is the 
word for it, all right. 

HAWK: That’s it. See, there’s a lot 


more that Paul does for The Legion 
of Doom than just stand at ringside 
during our matches. Unfortunately, 
that’s all a lot of stupid people think 
he does. 

ANIMAL: Paul is a genius, an excel- 
lent wrestler in his own right, and a 
champion weightlifter. He’s done 
things to improve our training tech- 
niques, for example, that nobody else 
could have done for us ... 


HAWK: ... And that without Paul, 
we never would have done for 
ourselves. 

ANIMAL: Right. 


WRESTLING 86: So the idea of The 
Road Warriors wrestling without Paul 
Ellering ... 

HAWK: Is a load of crap. 
WRESTLING 86: Let's talk, now, 
about September 29 in St. Paul. 
HAWK: Another load of crap. 
WRESTLING 86: You were defend- 
ing your tag team belts against Jim 
Garvin and Steve Regal ... 
ANIMAL: And we had them beat, 
plain and simple, one, two, three, 
when [Michael] Hayes and [Buddy] 
Roberts and Precious interfered. 
WRESTLING 86: Why couldn’t Paul 
prevent their interference? 


Ronnie Garvin tries to get to the ropes and pre- 
vent his ankle from being snapped by Road War- 
rior Animal. 


HAWK: Look, two on two, there isn’t 
a team in the sport that can beat us. 
But Paul was down at ringside facing 
a three-on-one from behind, and you 
can’t stop interference with those 


kinds of odds. 

ANIMAL: Besides, we had the entire 
AWA front office against us. [AWA 
President Stanley] Blackburn 
wouldn’t even look at the tape of the 
match to reverse the decision. And 
you look back in the history of the 
AWA, you'll find that he’s got a 
record of checking out decisions on 
tapes, and he'll reverse a referee’s 
decision if he thinks it’s necessary. 
HAWK: If you ask me, The Freebirds 
had Blackburn intimidated from the 


start. 

WRESTLING 86: Why do you think 
The Freebirds interfered on behalf of 
Garvin and Regal? Wouldn't they 
want to do something to try and get 
the belts for themselves? 

ANIMAL: The way | see it, The Free- 
birds were just mad that they couldn’t 
win the belts from us the night before 
in Chicago [see “Scoreboard,” page 
25]. Maybe they stayed up all night 
trying to figure out a way to get even. 
HAWK: Or maybe they think that 
they can win the belts easier from 
Garvin and Regal than they can from 
us. 

ANIMAL: They've got that right! 
WRESTLING 86: Are you going to 


THE ROAD WARRIORS: FORGOTTEN HISTORY 
The first notice of The Road Warriors in any of 


our sister publications came in the September 

1983 edition of Sports Review Wrestling. In “The 

_ | Tattler” that issue, it was teported that a new 
~———— acquisition by Georgia-area manager Paul Ellering 
was “The Road Warriors, a pair of leather-be- 


tag team title.” 

At that time, the Warriors had not yet started to 
wear their makeup; during their first few months 
as a team, Hawk and Animal's ring attire consist- 
ed mainly of leather and chains, a fact that few 
Warrior fans today may recall. 


One month later, it was reported in the October 
4983 installment of “The Tattler” that Hawk and 
Animal had fired Ellering as their manager. They 
claimed that Ellering was “‘too soft,” and that they 
= could take care of themselves. And they beat 

Paul Ellering and The - Ellering up in the ting to prove it. 
It is interesting to note that at the time the Warriors captured 983's Tag Team of the Year (announced in the March 
1984 edition of Pro Wrestling Mustrated), Ellering and the Warriors were still apart, though a reconciliation seemed just weeks away. 
After the predicted reunion, Ellering attributed the split to ‘normal growing pains.” Ellering went on to explain that “the split was 
something that had to happen to our manager-team relationship. Like a marriage that becomes. more healthy due to a brief 

separation, the Legion of Doom became that much stronger because of our split.” 


Many fans look to Precious Paul Ellering and see a man who has spent 25 hours a day managing Hawk and Animal. In fact, this 
was not always the case. ‘ 

In 1983, Ellering managed the tag team of Matt Borne and Arm Anderson; they split up after only a few months. Ellering also 
managed The Iron Sheik immediately prior to the Sheik’s entry to the WWF in mid-1983. Speaking of Sheiks, Ellering brought the 
original fire-throwing Sheik back to the Georgia area for a brief time early in 1984. For a short while in late 1983, Ellering managed 
“Mad Dog” Buzz r. Georgia fans will remember that Ellering's Legion of Doom in late 1983 and early 1984 included not only 
Hawk and Animal, but also Jake Roberts, King Kong Bundy, and The Spoiler. —Craig Peters 
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According to the Warriors, there is no possibility that they will ever break up. That should come as bad 


news to men like Steve Keim, who know what it’s like to be double-teamed by Hawk and Animal 
(above). Kei feels the force of Hawk’s powerslam (top right). 


be challenging Garvin and Regal to 
regain the title? 

HAWK; Well, Garvin and Regal have 
been ducking any team that they 
think could beat them, which is ev- 
erybody. So until the AWA forces 
them to wrestle us—if they ever do— 
we’re also gonna be looking to the 
Russians. 

WRESTLING 86: The NWA World 
tag team title. 

HAWK: Exactly. 

WRESTLING 86: You've already 
wrestled Ivan and Nikita Koloff a few 
times, and in fact Wrestling 85 print- 
ed a major cover story on that match- 
up in our Fall issue. It’s been said 
that the Koloffs are the one team in 
the entire sport with the potential to 
beat you two. How do you respond? 
ANIMAL: You're right. They do have 
the potential. But the question hasn’t 
been answered yet: How much 
tential do they actually have? Nikita is 
strong as a bull, and he’s given Ric 
Flair some sleepless nights, but he’s 
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still pretty inexperienced. 
WRESTLING 86: Now wait a second, 
the two of you have only three pro 
years behind you, and Nikita is 
nearing the start of his third pro year. 
How can you call him inexperienced? 
HAWK: Experience is more than cal- 
endar time, Craig. It’s quality of oppo- 
sition. We’ve wrestled everywhere in 
the NWA and the AWA, we’ve wres- 
tled in the Mid-South, Mid-Southern, 
Florida, and Pacific Northwest areas. 
We've wrestled throughout Japan. 
We've wrestled a variety of oppo- 
nents that Nikita will take a decade to 
match. 

WRESTLING 86: Since you men- 
tioned all the areas you have wres- 
tled in, I’d like to ask you about two 
major areas in which you haven't 
wrestled yet. What about the World 
Class and WWF areas? 

ANIMAL: Hey—we’d like the chance 
to beat up on the Von Erichs or on 
Hogan or on The Midget Bulldogs or 
anyone else in those areas. But let 


me explain: We are in such demand 
right now, Paul has us contracted for 
so many matches in the states and 
so many future tours of Japan, and 
there are so many open contractual 
obligations set, that even if negotia- 
tions started taking place tomorrow, it 
would probably be a matter of years 
before we even came close to wres- 
tling in either of those two areas. 
WRESTLING 86: So a move to the 
WWF, like so many fans and ana- 
lysts have been speculating might 
happen soon, isn’t going to happen? 
HAWK: Like Animal said, it would 
probably be years. 

WRESTLING 86: Okay, that’s years 
down the line. 

ANIMAL: Maybe. 

WRESTLING 86: Maybe. What about 
months down the line? Where will 
The Road Warriors be two or three 
months from now? 

HAWK: We're looking in two direc- 
tions, and we’re looking at two world 
tag team titles. And to be honest, we 
don’t know which way we’re going to 
be headed. Maybe we'll go both 
ways and be the first team in history 
to hold two world tag titles simulta- 
neously. |’d tell you if we knew, but 
we're looking at options right now. 
ANIMAL: Paul is looking at options. 
He’s weighing contracts, and he’s 
looking to see what’s going to be 
best for the Legion. 

WRESTLING 86: Would you two 
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The best in wrestling videos are now available at discount prices. 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 956 
FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


YES, | would like to order the video(s) | have indicated at right. | have enclosed 
a check or money order made payable to London Publishing Co. or provided 
my credit card information to charge my purchase ($20 minimum). 


Name 
Address Apt.# 
City State Zip 


[1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


1 VISA # 


() MasterCard # = 


Expiration Date: fs 
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Does your video collection include 


these non-stop, action-packed hard- 


hitting tapes? 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD: Volume 1 

Only THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD gives you classic matches 

with all the top superstars of the 

sport. Matches include: 

Hulk Hogan vs. Andre the Giant 
(arm-wrestling) 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Rick Rude vs. Tommy Rich 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Bobby Heenan vs. Bob Ellis 

Wrestling Bear (B&W footage) 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—S$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 2 
After watching this video you can 
Say you've seen it all. (A shark cage 
match?!) Check out the matches 
you get: 
Randy Savage vs. Rick Rude 
Andre the Giant vs. The Sheik 
Pampero Firpo vs. Jeff Doney 
Bruiser Brody & Scott Casey vs. 
Kelly Kiniski & The Spoiler 
Randy Savage & Jerry Lawler vs. 
Rick Rude & King Kong Bundy 
(Shark Cage Match): 
Jay Strongbow vs. Don Kent 
Savage vs. Austin Idol 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 3 

If you like your wrestling down and 
dirty, you won't want to miss this 
video gem, which includes a classic 
mud match, Hulk Hogan, and much 


more. Here's the lineup: 

(Mud Match) The Sheik vs. Tiger 
Jeet Singh 

Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 

Hulk Hogan vs. The Outlaw 

Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Casey & Magnum T.A. 

Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 

Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rogers, 
& Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates & 
The Grapplers 


APPROX. 43 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 4 
Selected from over 600 hours of the 
best action highlights and complete 
matches from the early-1970s and 
early-1980s, this video has it all: 
Nick Bockwinkel vs. Magnum T.A. 
Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 
The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 
Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 
Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 
(with interference by Rick Rude 
and Jimmy Hart) 
APPROX. 44 MINUTES—$19.95 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 

Get ready to shake your head in 
amazement as these guys show just 
how wild and funny pro wrestling 
can be! If you want a good laugh, be 
sure to add WRESTLING FUNNIES 
to your collection. 


APPROX. 30 MINUTES—$12.95 


SPECIAL OFFER 
ORDER ALL 5 VIDEOS TODAY AND SAVE $20 


BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #1 


BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #2 
BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #3 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 


Add $3 per video for shipping and handling 
Pennsylvania State residents, please add 6% sales tax 
For orders outside the U.S., add $5 for each video ordered 
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THE FANTASTICS 


The Fantastics have been involved in a bloody, grueling series with The Sheepherders in 


which any semblance of wrestling in the true sense of the word is virtually non-existent. 
Rogers tries to grip Butch Miller's blood-soaked head with his left hand so he can choke 


him with his right. 


OMMY ROGERS AND Bobby 

Fulton are good people. Just take 
a look at their clean-shaven, scrubbed 
clean faces and their all-American im- 
age and you just know that these are 
the kind of guys a girl would love to 
bring home to mama and papa. Yes, 
Rogers and Fulton do have their ap- 
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peal to the ladies, and thousands of 
young male fans in the UWF area 
have taken them on as role models. 
These are The Fantastics. 

Pray tell, then, how can these two 
fine young men get involved in the 
hottest, most brutal, and bloodiest 
feud of the year with a pair of New 


Zealand maniacs called The Sheepherd- 
ers? Their barbed wire cage match this 
past June in Houston was nothing less 
than a bloodbath, a violent scenario of 
faces and bodies dragged across sharp, 
jagged wire, ripping apart skin. These, 
too, are The Fantastics. 

The Fantastics managed to survive 
this feud without losing their UWF tag 
team title belts, but recently things 
have not gone well. They lost their title 
to the most unlikely team of Eddie 
Gilbert and Blade Runner Sting in a 
controversial match. While Fulton and 
Sting battled outside the ring, Missy 
Hyatt climbed onto the apron and hit 
Rogers with her loaded pocketbook, 
knocking him out. Gilbert covered 
Rogers for the pin and the belts. 

So now, The Fantastics have a new 
feud to deal with. They continue to 
engage in fierce battles with The 
Sheepherders (from whom they won 
the belts March 30), and recently, the 
UWF decided to no longer show their 
bouts on television, claiming that they 
were too violent. Rogers and Fulton 
are also gearing up for The Freebirds, 
who, like The Fantastics, left the 
World Class area for the UWF, And, 
of course, they'll be trying to get their 
belts back from Gilbert and Sting. 

Assistant Editor Dave Rosenbaum 
spoke with The Fantastics about the 
whirlwind of events that have shaken 
their lives over the past months. As 
usual, Rogers and Fulton are candid 
and pull no punches as they discuss 
their UWF rivals and the circumstances 
surrounding the loss of the tag team 
title. 
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WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 
For months, everybody has been 
talking about your matches with 
The Sheepherders and how they 
were the biggest threat to your 
title. Then, The Freebirds flew 
into town from World Class and 
people figured that they’d give 
you a run for your money. Fi- 
nally, you wrestle what figures to 
be a routine match against Eddie 
Gilbert and Sting, and we all 
know what happened. Is there 
any chance that Gilbert and Sting 
caught you off-guard? 

BOBBY FULTON: 
Pll answer that one. The only 
thing that caught us off guard 


was Missy Hyatt. I was a little 
leery when I saw her and [John] 
Tatum at ringside, but I figured 
with Tommy Gilbert as referee, 
things would stay under control. 
Tommy is the best in the busi- 
ness, but when he got knocked 
out, I started to worry. Then 
[Carl] Fergie, the other ref, got 
knocked out and I was just wait- 
ing for something to happen. 
TOMMY ROGERS: 
What bothers me is that all of a 
sudden Missy Hyatt is helping 
out Eddie Gilbert. What’s the 
connection here? I mean, it’s ob- 
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WS: 


BF: 


TR: 


vious that Gilbert told Hyatt that 
if she had a chance, she should 
help them out. I don’t think 
there’s any way they would have 
beaten us if she didn’t interfere. 
You seem to be angrier at Missy 
Hyatt than Gilbert and Sting. 
Well, there’s a good reason for 
that. Up until that point, things 
were pretty heated, but Gilbert 
and Sting really hadn’t done any- 
thing so terrible. Tommy and I 
will be the first to admit that we 
can get a little rowdy in the ring, 
and after wrestling The Sheeps 
for months, very little can faze us 
anymore. 

Except for outside interference. 


Barely able to see through his blood, a fly- 
ing Bobby Fulton is lucky to be able to find 
Miller's chin and send him to the mat. 


WSs: 


Man, that really gets my goat. 
They can bring foreign objects 
into the ring and bloody us all 
they want. We can take it, but 
when outsiders enter the picture, 


that’s where we draw the line. 


So what’s your next move? You 
two seem to be caught in the 
middle, unsure whether to try 
and regain the tag team titles or 
go after Missy Hyatt and Tatum. 


: There’s nothing in the rulebooks 


that says we can’t do both, is 


WS: 


BF: 


WS: 


TR: 


there? Listen, there are seven 
days in the week and plenty of 
time to take care of business on 
both ends. Gilbert and Sting can’t 
hold the belts for long if we con- 
tinue to get fair shots at them. 
That’s only a matter of time. As 
for Missy Hyatt, there’s not 
much we can do fo her, since she 
is a woman, but we have our 
sights set on Tatum and Jack 
Victory. 

Jack Victory. Now there’s a fa- 
miliar name. 

Let’s put it this way. Jack Vic- 
tory is not one of our favorite 
people. Everytime I see him 
standing outside the ring during 
our Sheepherders matches, I want 
to break that stupid flag over his 
neck. There’s a guy who can’t be 
trusted. I’ll tell you, if I was 
John Tatum, I’d keep an eye on 
Victory and Hyatt. 


: You mean... 
: I’m not saying it’s going on, but 


Victory wouldn’t think twice 
about stabbing a friend in the 
back. Look, the guy turns his 
back on his own country and pa- 
rades around with a New Zealand 
flag, so what’s to stop him from 
doing the same thing to Tatum? 
Well, that’s all a matter of con- 
jecture right now. I’d like to turn 
the conversation to The Sheep- 
herders, and I think it would be 
fair to say that your matches with 
them were classics in every sense 
of the word. Anyone who paid to 
see these two teams battle had to 
feel they got their money’s worth. 
I’d say so, although Bobby and I 
don’t look upon our matches 
with The Sheepherders with great 
pleasure. Listen, we both hate 
their guts and would like nothing 
more than to run them back to 
New Zealand, but we’d be lying 
if we didn’t admit that Butch 
Miller and Luke Williams were 
the toughest opponents we've 
ever faced. That barbed wire cage 
match was an absolute 
nightmare. 
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THE FREEBIRDS 


The Freebirds, wrestling’s first corporate tag team, decide 
which two of three will do battle. 


They are cruel. They are mean. 
They are dangerous. Yes, The 
Freebirds threaten the very survival 
of Georgia wrestling. By forming 
an unusual corporation which 
allows any two of the three 
rulebreakers to wrestle, never 
giving their foes advance warning, 
The Freebirds have altered 

the way wrestling is presented 
PHOTOS BY BILL APTER | 


iY BIRDS OF 
f A FEATHER 


CRIPPLE TOGETHER 


ISN'T DIFFICULT nor 

he avs to form a corpo- 

ration. Recently, three wrestlers 

didn’t spend much time nor 

money and may have changed 
the face’ of wrestling. 

The three men are Buddy 
Roberts, Michael Hayes, and 
Terry Gordy. Together, they’re 
the tag team, The Freebirds. 
They’re also the corporation, 
The Freebirds. Therein lies the 
story and the fate of tag team 
wrestling. 

Originally, The Freebirds 
consisted of Hayes and Gordy. 
These two young men were 
crude and tough, ignoring the 
rules if victory was in the 
balance. They were fairly 
successful, but needed some 
control. There was too much 
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wasted motion, too much 
needless cruelty that some- 
times led to their defeat. The 
Freebirds had a reputation for 
being savage but sloppy. 
Then, Roberts saw them and 
liked them. They were just what 
he was looking for. He had a 
master plan and they could 
make it a reality. He 
approached the two men and 
the next day history was made. 
Roberts’ plan was revolution- 
ary. He formed a corporation 
named The Freebirds. All three 
men were equal partners. If a 
promoter wanted to hire the tag 
team, he would hire the 
corporation. In other words, 
any two of three men would 
show up. Their opponents 
would never know which pair 


Buddy Roberts holds Kevin Sullivan 
down as Terry goes on the attack with 
his championship belt. 


Roberts directs his elbow directly at 
the face of his helpless opponent. Can 
any two men stop the Freebirds? 


4 


Michael Hayes chokes Jack Brisco as Terry Gordy looks on. Even though the 
Freebirds, Inc. decided to use this combination, it’s a sure bet that Buddy 


Roberts isn’t far from the action. 


they would face. Roberts and 
Gordy were a very different 
team from Roberts and Hayes. 
Hayes and Gordy were totally 
different from the two previous 
combinations. Opponents 
found themselves having to 
prepare for three different 
teams. 

At first, tag teams claimed 
The Freebirds were illegal. The 
entire concept of tag teams was 
being violated. The com- 
missions agreed with the 
complaints. Roberts was ready. 
Kenneth Lowenstein, an expert 
in corporate law, proved The 
Freebirds were perfectly within 
their rights. Lowenstein then 


told the commission how much 
he could sue them for if The 
Freebirds were banned. 

The NWA hired a team of 
lawyers to prove Lowenstein 
wrong. After a month, the team 
admitted Lowenstein’s case 
was airtight. Wrestling had no 
choice but to allow The 
Freebirds to wrestle as a 
corporation. This allowed them 
to wrestle with any combination 
of grapplers they chose. 

It might not have meant 
much if Roberts hadn’t picked 
the perfect pair for his plan. 
Hayes and Gordy could adapt 
to his style and he could adapt 
to theirs. Within a month, the 
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trio was among the most 
dangerous tag teams around. 
It didn’t take them long to get 
a title shot at the Georgia tag 
team belt. Roberts and Gordy 
were the team that took the 
belts. In the following matches, 
the team kept changing. Two 
men won the belt, but the 
corporation owns it. Anyone in 
the corporation can defend it. 
Roberts has proven a tag 
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Gordy and Roberts go to work on a 
helpless victim while Hayes tends to 
his partner from ringside (out 
of picture). 


team corporation is a great 
idea. If the number is kept small 
enough, and all the men can 
work with each other, trios or 
even quartets will be 
incorporating in the near future. 
Then again, maybe not. 
“We’re special,’ Roberts 
contends, “and don’t you forget 


Dy 


it. No other three men could 
work as well together as we do. 
Being the best tag team 
wrestlers around, we can adapt, 
we can change, we can 
conquer. Take your other tag 
teams. Please.’’ Roberts 
couldn’t continue to speak as 
he was laughing too hard at 
his joke. 

Hayes continued, “Buddy is 


- re 


The Freebirds think they are free to break any rules they please. Roberts foils 


TaN con at a EE 


Mike Graham’s attempt to pin Hayes as he leaps upon Mike’s stomach knee- 


first from the top turnbuckle. 


funnier than any three people | 
know. Take the other tag teams. 
Please. Love it. But what he was 
saying is this: other guys 


couldn’t work in more than one 
tag team. We have more brains, 
more skill, more raw ability than 
any other wrestlers around. 


Roberts sends Ted Oates across the 


ring with a tremendous _hiproll. 
Roberts, the captain of the team, 
generally chooses which two of the 
three will participate in a match. 
We're the best because we 
know how to get things done. If 
three other guys formed a 
corporation, they’d fall on their 
faces. Right on their foolish 
faces!” 

Gordy smiles at the thought 
of other wrestlers falling splat 
on their kissers. “We're going to 
be champions forever. The 
Freebirds, Inc. will still be 
holding the belt when we're all 
dead and buried. Others will 
keep replacing us. The 
Freebirds is immortal. And we'll 
be the founders. That'll make us 
immortal, too. My name will 
live forever.” 

While they may not be 
immortals, The Freebirds are 
definitely a major force in 
wrestling today. Every time they 
enter an arena with the song 
“Freebird” blaring, they change 
wrestling history. Whether 
others will follow in their 
corporate footsteps remains to 
be seen. Are we entering a new 
era in wrestling? Or are we 
simply entering the era of The 
Freebirds? Oo 
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Big Van Vader and 
Sid Vicious looked 
unbeatable before 
their Beach Blast ’93 
match against Sting 
and Davey Boy Smith. 
But the brains behind 
The Masters of the 
Power Bomb weren't 
so masterful, and 

a stunning 
upset resulted 


Photos by Steve Beyer 


Davey Boy Smith was in fine 
form, taking down Sid 
Vicious with a flying tackle 
(right), and finally pinning 
WCW World champion Big 
Van Vader with a crucifix 
(far right). Why did the 
Masters of the Power Bomb 
lose to the “British Bulldog” 
and Sting? Blame the confu- 
sion fostered by their man- 
agers, Col. Robert Parker 
(above) and Harley Race 
(far above right). 
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Sting And Smith Didn’t Beat Them... 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


EAR BRYANT, THE 
great college football 
coach, was fond of 
saying a game wasn’t won or 
lost on Saturday, but during the 
preceding five days, when a 


Race And Parker Did! 


team makes preparations. 

Even the most talented team 
becomes impotent when improp- 
erly prepared. Great coaches 
can devise great strategies that 
can beat great teams, just as 
bad coaches can make great 
teams mediocre. 


Or, in the case that follows, 
great minds can sabotage pow- 
erful teams with misguided 
strategies and miscommunica- 
tion. 

Sid Vicious and WCW World 
champion Big Van Vader—the 
self-proclaimed Masters of the 
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Power Bomb—shouldn’t have 
lost to Sting and Davey Boy 
Smith at Beach Blast ’93. With 
substantial advantages in size 
and power, Vader and Vicious 
should have had no trouble neu- 
tralizing Sting and Smith’s elite 
skills. 

But the pay-per-view ended 


with Sting and the “British 
Bulldog” celebrating, and Vader 
and Vicious wondering what 
went wrong. They could’ve 
looked at their managers for the 
answer. 

Bad managing was the only 
thing that could stop Vader and 
Vicious at Beach Blast, and 


\ 


a 


Micious and Parker wanted to take 

™ charge from the outset, but their team- 
» mates sought a more deliberate strate- 
gy- With no set pian, it’s no wonder 


‘Vader and 
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Vicious lost control quickly. 


Ree 


Things seemed to be going the 
Masters of the Power Bomb’s way 
when Vicious and Vader began to 
dominate Sting. However, the rule- 
breakers were not in synch, and 
Sting and Smith, working well 
together, regained the upper hand. 


that’s exactly what happened. Let's 
roll out the cliches: Two heads 
are better than one, but too many 
cooks spoil the broth. Harley Race and 
Col. Robert Parker put their heads 
together and came up with mass 
confusion. 

“It was a bad performance on 
their parts,” said a WCW insider. 
“They had their strategy worked 
out perfectly prior to the match, 
but it was never properly com- 
municated. It was like Race and 
Parker had two completely dif- 
ferent agendas.” 

They do and they did. As the 
manager of the WCW World 
champion, Race has a responsi- 
bility to protect Vader. As 
Vicious’ manager, Parker’s main 
job is to get Sid in line for title 
shots, possibly even against 
Vader down the line. 

Somehow, this foursome of 
wrestlers and managers have 
learned how to work together. It 
comes down to respect. Vader 
and Vicious both possess lethal 
power bombs. Parker and Race 


think along the same lines. It’s a 
perfect pairing. 

But insiders say Race and 
Parker had several disagree- 
ments in “head sessions” prior to 
the match. Parker wanted the 
team to go all-out from the start, 
attempt a power bomb in the 
opening five minutes, and end 
things early. 

Race, more respectful of 
Sting and Davey Boy, wanted 
Vader and Vicious to remain in 
control, wear down their oppo- 
nents, and go for the kill at about 
the 20-minute mark. He also 
knew that if the match lasted 
more than 25 minutes, Sting and 
Smith would have a huge 
advantage because of Vicious’ 
questionable stamina. 

Finally, Race and Parker 
agreed on a compromise: Vader 
and Vicious would take com- 
mand in the opening minute, 
slow things down during the mid- 
dle portion of the match while 


dishing out as much punishment 
as possible, pounce on any win 
opportunities, but wait until 
about 15 minutes elapsed to 
make the final move. 

“Having agreed on this com- 
promise, they failed to communi- 
cate it to the wrestlers,” said the 
insider. “Vicious thought they 
were still in the all-out strategy. 
Vader thought they were still in 
the patient mode. Their signals 
were really crossed.” 

Sting and “Bulldog” dominat- 
ed the early minutes. Vicious 
and Vader were unable to rally, 
and Parker and Race couldn’t 
find time to speak with their men 
and regroup. When the fan 
favorites maintained the upper 
hand into the eighth minute, The 
Masters of the Power Bomb 
looked to their managers for 
help. They received only blank 
stares. 

Finally, Vader and Vicious 
gained control and dominated 


Race interferes along the runway, 
trying to prevent Sting from 
attacking Vader. At the same 
time, Smith was in the ring, 
preparing to use a crucifix to put 
the deciding pin on Vader. 


Sting. Smith couldn't tag in, and 
The Masters were in complete 
control. That's when Vader and 
Vicious ignored the prematch 
strategies and kicked their 
attacks into high gear. The fan 
favorites were helpless. 

But Vader and Vicious weren't 
in synch when it was time to go 
for the kill. Instead of working as 
a team, they operated as individ- 
uals. When Sting and Vicious 
began fighting on the raised run- 
way, Parker and Race knew they 
were in trouble. 

“Vader and Vicious are partic- 
ularly potent as a team, so when 
Sting got Vicious outside, Davey 
Boy had the edge inside,” 
explained WCW commentator 
Jesse Ventura. “Everything just 
fell apart.” 

Race and Parker couldn’t put 
it back together. Vader used a 
sensational moonsault from the 
top rope to cover Smith, but 
Sting flung himself over the top 
rope and nailed the champion. 
When Vader missed with a 
clothesline, Davey Boy used his 
crucifix to score the pin. 

It was a shocking upset. 

“And it never should’ve hap- 
pened,” Vicious said. “Every- 
thing went wrong, and we still 
almost beat them.” 

Vader and Vicious never 
employing their power bomb is 
like using Barry Bonds as a 
defensive replacement, or mak- 
ing Michael Jordan your sixth 
man. 

Race and Parker failed to 
come together on a strategy that 
would have put the ball in their 
superstars’ hands. The game 
was lost before it even began. 5 
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By Craig Peters 


66 HAT MOMENT WAS 
among the most painful in 
my life. What happens is that you sim- 
ply don’t know what’s hit you. It all 
happens in a split-second, but at the 
same time it seems to go by in slow 
motion. What I remember most is see- 
ing the blur of the outside world go 
past my eyes. Then, just when you 
think that blur is going to go on forevy- 
er, there’s a crash, a sharp, jagged 
knife of pain in the back, and your 
whole body crashes to a stop. The im- 
pact on your body is astonishing.” 

A description of how it feels to be 
in a bad automobile accident? 

Close. It’s Royal Family member 
Jacko Victory’s description of being on 
the receiving end of Scott Steiner’s 
“Frankensteiner.”’ 

“Let me tell you a little secret,’’ Vic- 
tory continued. ‘There are times, in 
the locker room, when you'll see me 
and Rip [Morgan], those masked guys, 
the Minnesota Wrecking Crew II, and 
Ron [Simmons] and Butch [Reed], and 
we'll all be talking about how to evade 
the ‘Frankensteiner.’.But not only the 
‘Frankensteiner,’ it’s all the suplex 
combinations the Steiners have. The 
only way to beat them is to evade or 
counter their suplexes. Nobody’s been 
able to counter them yet, so evasion is 
the only way out.’ 

But to date, nobody’s been able to 
effectively evade the Steiners, either. 

“T have to give them a lot of credit, 
Rick and Scott are in tremendous 
shape,” said Paul Ellering, who 
watched as the Steiners defeated his 
Road Warriors by pinfall at the 
Starrcade *89 Iron Team tournament. 
“T have a long history in weight train- 
ing, and I map out all the training for 
Hawk and Animal, and all I have to 
say about the Steiners is this: shoul- 
ders. Their upper-body strength is ab- 
solutely phenomenal, and they’ve be- 
come masters at capitalizing on that 
particular strength. The suplex is an 
upper-body move, so you go put two 
and two together. A suplex in the 
hands of anybody is just a suplex; in 

(Continued on page 62) 
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Bruised 
And 


Battered 
Victims 
Agree: 
WRESTLING 


STEINERS 


Everyone has been 
impressed by the way 
Rick and Scott Steiner 
have dominated the 


NWA —particularly their 
opponents, who report 
that the Steiners may 
well be the toughest duo 
in the sport today! 


Tag Team Without Trust: 
WHY CHRIS ADAMS AND 
TERRY TAYLOR ARE THEIR 
OWN WORST ENEMIES! 


HRIS ADAMS AND Terry Tay- 

lor were doomed from day one. 
They never wanted to team with one 
another. Although the two wrestlers 
got along well, Adams had picked his 
partner—Iceman Parsons—and Taylor 
had picked his partner—Sam Houston. 
That’s the way it was going to be. 

But the strange series of events that 
took place on February 7 at the 
Cowtown Arena.in Fort Worth, Texas, 
could never have been anticipated and 
the tournament for the UWF tag team 
championship turned into a_ bizarre 
spectacle, bizarre even for a federation 
in which strange happenings are the 
modus operandi. 

How in the world could Adams and 
Taylor have won the tournament when 
they weren’t even entered together in 
the first place? When they didn’t even 
want to team together? When, from 
latest reports, Taylor had to be coaxed 
from the dressing room when it was 
announced that he was chosen as Ad- 
ams’ replacement partner? When 
Adams chose Taylor only because the 
man he wanted as a replacement part- 
ner had been beaten up? 

By now, the story has become com- 
mon knowledge in the wrestling world. 


Terry Taylor and Chris Adams were over- 
joyed after they won the UWF tag team 
belts. Their partnership is a tenuous one 
that may snap at any time. 


The circumstances that led to the teaming of Chris Adams and Terry 
Taylor were bizarre, to say the least. And if the two men don’t reconcile 
their differences soon, the UWF tag team belts will soon be gone 
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—— 


In the semifinal round of the tourna- 
ment, Parsons and Adams took on 
Ted DiBiase and Steve Williams. The 
match was clean and uneventful until 
Gen. Skandor Akbar and his men 
climbed up on the ring apron and at- 
tacked DiBiase. Williams and Adams 
went out to help DiBiase, but Parsons 
remained in the ring. Finally, the refer- 


ee counted out DiBiase and Williams 
so the victory was awarded to Adams 
and Parsons. 


Adams, however, felt that this 
wasn’t sportsmanlike and offered to let 
DiBiase and Williams come back to 
finish the match. Parsons thought that 
this was ridiculous and would have no 


Photos by Buddy Myers 


part of it. When Adams and Parsons 
decided that they no longer wanted to 
team with one another, a coin was 
tossed to see who would go on. Adams 
won the toss and was told to choose a 
new partner. 

Sting and Steiner defeated Taylor 
and Houston in the next match and 
were scheduled to wrestle Adams and 
Parsons in the finals. With Parsons 
out of the tournament, Adams chose 
Savannah Jack as his new partner. But 
Parsons came into the ring and told 
Jack not to wrestle. A brawl ensued in 
which Savannah Jack injured his right 
shoulder. Now Adams had to choose 
another partner. He chose Taylor. 


Ne, 


Taylor hiptosses Rick Steiner (above left) 
and Adams headlocks Sting (above right). 
Taylor and Adams won the title under 
strange circumstances. They didn’t even 
start out the championship tournament as 
partners. 


This part of the story ends with 
Taylor and Adams defeating Sting and 
Steiner for the UWF tag team belts. 

The next part of the story starts with 
an exercise in common sense. Taylor, a 
fine athlete who has never asked for a 
free ride, could only get minor pleasure 
out of winning the belts with Adams. 
Taylor had chosen Houston as_his 
partner and lost. The situation is akin 
to a baseball player who has spent the 
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Steiner attempts to break Adams’ sleeper- 
hold on Sting (left). Taylor drops a knee on 
Sting (below). It is surprising that Adams 
chose Taylor as his partner because Adams 
has said that two men of similar styles 
should not team up. 


entire season on a last place team. Fi- 
nally, on the last day of the season, 
he’s traded to the team that eventually 
wins the World Series. Good fortune, 
certainly, but there’s very little profes- 
sional pride involved. 

The situation is compounded by the 
fact that Taylor was still bitter over the 
departure of Hacksaw Duggan. Taylor 
and Duggan were the UWF tag 
champs before Hacksaw lost a loser- 
leave-town match to One Man Gang. 
Suddenly, Duggan was headed for the 
WWE and Taylor found himself with- 
out a partner and without a title. Tay- 
lor’s bitterness was hardly alleviated by 
Adams’ gift. 

Adams also had some things on this 
mind. He was thrown for a loop by 
what was going on and, if given a 
viable alternative, probably would have 
never picked Taylor as his partner. ‘In 
my mind, the perfect tag team com- 
bines two wrestlers whose strengths 
and weaknesses are opposite,’’ Adams 
once said. ‘‘Putting together two men 
with similar styles defeats the 
purpose.” 

There probably aren’t two men in 
the UWF more similar than Adams 
and Taylor. 

The other problem was that Adams 
privately disliked Taylor. “Things get 
around pretty quickly and when Chris 
was in jail, he heard that Terry’s ego 
was getting out of hand,’ said one 
wrestler. ‘‘Now, Chris has been 
through the mill over the past few 
years and if there’s one thing he hates, 
it’s an ego. Chris has become a no- 
nonsense guy.” 

And there are other problems. The 
two men simply don’t trust each other. 
While Adams was in prison serving a 
three-month sentence for interfering 
with a flight crew, Taylor was known 
to have some disparaging words for 
Adams. “‘He said once that he would 
never team with Adams because Ad- 
ams had broken the law,”’ said another 

(Continued on page 59) 


THERE’S NO TEAM 


MONGOLS! 


The Mongols own the prestigious 
1.W.A. tag team belt. When you see 
them in action it’s easy to understand 


how they won it 


HROUGHOUT THE WRES- 
TLING world, their names are 
synonymous with terror and calcu- 
lated savagery. Their list of victims is 
as horrifying as it is long. Few tag 
teams in the sport have escaped their 


special kind of cruelty. They are the 
Mongols. 

The pair is currently tag team 
champions of the I.W.A. Geeto and 
Bolo Mongol have managed to 
terrorize most of the teams in their 


AS DEADLY AS THE 


alliance. Those few willing to take on 
the duo are putting their careers on the 
line every time they face them. It’s not 
something wrestlers can do without 
great courage. 

The Mongols’ manager, George 
Cannon, is one of the many reasons the 
pair is so ferocious. Cannon scoured 
the world before he decided to take 
this team under his wing. 

“I have been associated with 
championship tag teams,” Cannon 

(Continued on page 56) 
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THE ROGK "IN" ROLL 
EXPRESS ANSWER YOUR 


IO WOST PERSONGL 
QUESTWONS! 


‘Rick Morton and Robert Gibson, The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express, provide the inside information about 
themselves that you want to know 


i 
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1 
WHEN AND WHERE WERE BOTH OF YOU BORN? 
Rick Morton: “| was born in Nashville, Tennessee, on September 21.” 
Robert Gibson: “| grew up in Pensacola, Florida, and my birthday is July 19.” 


2 
WHAT ROCK MUSIC DO YOU LIKE MOST? 
Rick Morton: “Oh, all kinds. Mainly | like Dire Straits, a little money for nothing and chicks for free! | 
also like Mr. Mister, Van Halen, and David Lee Roth.” 
Robert Gibson: “I'd add another name to Rick’s list: Electric Light Orchestra. They did our theme 
song, ‘Rock ’n’ Roll Is King’.” 


30 WRESTLING CLASSICS 


io Ae 


b. 
& 
gt 
ie 
a: 
a 


WHAT TELEVISION SHOW DO YOU LIKE MOST? 
Rick Morton: “| love to watch MTV.” 
Robert Gibson: “Saturday Night Live.” 


4 
WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE MOVIES? 
Rick Morton: “'\ like all the Cheech and Chong movies, especially Up In Smoke.” 
Robert Gibson: “The whole Rocky series. | love em!” 


WHAT DO YOU LOOK FOR IN A WOMAN? 
Rick Morton: “Sexy legs.” 
Robert Gibson: “Sexy eyes.” 


WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE FOODS? 
Rick Morton: “Seafood.” 
Robert Gibson: “Yeah, | gotta go with seafood, too: lobster, crabs, shrimp, scallops. It’s great!” 


7 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE SPORT—BESIDES WRESTLING? 
Rick Morton: “Football.” 

Robert Gibson: “Football.” 


WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE WRESTLER—BESIDES YOURSELVES? 
Rick Morton: “Dusty Rhodes.” 
Robert Gibson: “Magnum T.A.” 


WHAT IS YOUR IDEAL DAY OFF? 
Rick Morton: “Relaxation. A little rock music, maybe a good dinner out, and then a quiet night in my 
apartment with a beautiful woman.” 
Robert Gibson: ‘Yeah, that sounds good to me. | like to do a little horseback riding on a day off, too.” 


10 
WHAT WAS YOUR MOST EMBARRASSING MOMENT AS A TEAM? 
Rick Morton: ‘Well, there was a time when the wrestling ring was set up on a stage of some sort, | 
forget where it was, and when the match was over the arena light man turned off all the lights. It was 
total blackness, and Rob walked right off the stage and fell about 10 feet to the floor!” 
Robert Gibson: “Yeah, that was it, all right. What a night!” 
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Tag Team Wrestling’s New Wave _ 


OBERT GIBSON’S HARSH 
scream cut through the air and 
sent a chill down Rick Morton’s 
spine. 
“Watch out, Rick, behind you!’’ 
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Morton had just rebounded off 
the ring ropes when the frantic cry 
reached his ears. He dug in on his 
heels, and the muscles in his thighs 
strained to absorb the enormous 


By Joseph Bua 


THE SECRET BEHIND 
THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL 
EXPRESS’ 

HIT STYLE 


momentum of his body. Pivoting 
on his left heel, Morton turned and 
looked over his shoulder. He posi- 
tioned himself for a hip toss, tag- 
ging off to his partner just as Gib- 


Backed to the tumbuckles, Robert Gibson will leap over The 
Russian Invader to escape danger (above). Forced into a 
similar situation, the Russian will take a beating (right). De- 
termined to escape Grappler I’s bearhug, Rick Morton lets 
out a shout and pushes forward with his forearm (below). 


son vaulted himself over the top 
rope. Completing the hip toss 
movement, Morton left the ring as 
Gibson hurled himself in the air for 
a flying bodypress. 

‘Beautiful, Bobby, beautiful. 
Smooth and quick, that’s just what 
we want.” 

“Hey, we’ve got it brother, and 
it keeps getting better.’’ 

Morton and Gibson shook hands 
and stepped off the ring apron to 
the slickly polished wood floor of 
the otherwise deserted gym. There 
were no opponents there to sneak 
up behind them, no fans to cheer 
for them, no one else except for 
me, a lone reporter in the front 
row of a room full of empty seats. 


I was privileged this day to be 
witnessing one of the daily training 
sessions of The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express. 

“Ts this how you always train?”’ 
I asked. “Don’t you ever work 
with another team in the gym?” 

‘Sometimes we do,’’ Morton 
said, ‘‘but there’s nothing special 
about that. Every tag team trains 
that way. Not that there’s anything 
wrong with it, but we have some 
unusual ways of training and we 
wanted you to see some of them.” 

I asked them about the advan- 
tage of training without sparring 
partners. 

“See, a lot of sparring partners 
simply aren’t of the talent that they 


Rick Morton and Robert Gibson —The Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Express—have forged a dynamic tag team style that has 
brought them widespread fame and the Mid-South tag 
feam title. In this exclusive story, Morton and Gibson 
discuss their unique winning formula 
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can push you to your limits,’’ Gib- 
son explained. ‘‘When we work 
like you just saw, we’re doing 
things off the tops of our heads. 
We're creating a hypothetical 
match as we go along.” 

“In that series of moves you just 
saw,”’ Morton continued, ‘‘I had 
no idea that Bobby was going to 
create the element of danger behind 
me at that moment. So when he 
called out, I had to react instanta- 
neously to that danger, without 
really knowing what it might have 
been.” 

I was still a little confused. I 
wondered how this method of 
training could be productive, and I 
pointed out that any flesh-and- 
blood opponent would probably 
not be vulnerable to a hip toss at 
that point in the match. 

“See, the point isn’t that a hip 
toss would necessarily be the right 
move in that particular instance,”’ 
Gibson explained. ‘‘What we’re 
trying to do here is to sharpen our 
style in terms of tag off speed and 
individual reaction time. Rick’s re- 
action was superb in that case. He 
stopped himself dead and moved 
into a hiproll stance, which is not 
easy when you’re rebounding at 
full tilt off the ropes.’ 

I was beginning to understand. 
Morton and Gibson aren’t in train- 
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ing to work on specific maneuvers. 
Instead, they deal in abstract gener- 
alities such as speed and reaction 
time. They develop those qualities 
on a general level, and then they 
are in turn able to apply them in 
specific match situations when they 
arise. 

I had never heard of any tag 
team training themselves in this 
way. 

“It’s important to be spontane- 
ous but controlled,’? Morton said, 
“and that’s part of the success of 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. And 
believe me, this training helps.’ 

Are speed and reaction time the 
only factors that Morton and Gib- 
son concentrate on? 

“No, but they’re two of the 


Gibson spreads. Buddy Landell’s fingers 


most important factor, that would 
have to be our attitude.” 

‘Absolutely,’ Gibson agreed. 
‘Without the proper attitude, with- 
out being able to get along with 
each other, the team is going to go 
right down the tubes. We’re togeth- 
er so much. We spend a couple of 
hours every day in training. Then 
there’s traveling together, prematch 
warmups .. . it all adds up. Some- 
times it’s like we're Siamese 
twins!”’ 

Gibson and Morton climbed 
back into the ring and began wres- 
tling their imaginary opponents 
once more. As Gibson was in mid- 
air throwing a dropkick, Morton 
called to his partner from the ring 
apron. Immediately upon. hitting 


(top 


left). As soon as Gibson drops seat-first on The 
Russian Invader, Morton rejoices, knowing the 
Rock 'n’ Roll Express will successfully defend 
the Mid-South tag team title. 


most important,’ Gibson said, 
“and they’re the two that we’re 
working on today. See, we’re both 
young guys. We’re not particularly 
heavy—our combined weight is un- 
der 500 pounds—so we rely on 
speed and the element of surprise 
to help overcome our opponents.’’ 

Is speed the most important fac- 
tor to the success of The Rock ’n’ 


Roll Express? 
“Speed, of course, and stami- 
na,’’ Morton said. ‘Stamina is 


equally important. But as for the 


the canvas, Gibson scrambled 180 
degrees to the other side of the ring 
and delivered another dropkick as 
Morton set himself up for a sunset 
flip. 

Sitting in my priviliged ringside 
seat, surrounded by empty chairs 
and the memories of seeing The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express in live action 
many times against difficult oppo- 
nents, I realized that Morton and 
Gibson are truly one of the best tag 
teams in the sport today—and 
they’re getting better all the time. 
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NARS — 


The Road Warriors 


Mutilate 


Brett Wayne! 
AND WHERE WAS 


GARVIN? 


When 540 pounds of. 
muscle and mayhem 
in the form of the 
animalistic Road 
Warriors descended 

upon the solitary — 
figure of Brett Wayne, 
the young star 
suffered serious pain 
and injury. This was 
suppossed to be a tag 
team match, two 
against two. But as the 
brutal attack took 
place in the middle of 
the ring, Wayne’s 
partner, Ronnie 
Garvin, was nowhere 
to be found 


A bloody Brett Wayne, who barely has the 
power to stand, is led back to the dressing 
room area. 


O SOME OBSERVERS, the 

team of Brett Wayne and 
Ronnie Garvin had no hope for 
victory against a pair of steel- 
sinewed powerhouses like The 
Road Warriors. 


Photos by Scott Romer 


In one sense, their attempt to 
defeat The Road Warriors was a 
test of themselves, a test to see 
how much punishment they could 
endure before reaching a physical 
breaking point. 


In another, more noble sense, 
Wayne and Garvin were the Geor- 
gia fans’ best, if somewhat futile, 
hope of eliminating a team that 
has in turn eliminated so many 
other teams from championship 
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contention. 

Outweighed by nearly 70 
pounds and considered far too 

. well, nice ... to defeat The 
Road Warriors, Wayne and 
Garvin nevertheless felt the need 
to try. But if such .highly experi- 
enced teams as Jack and Jerry 
Brisco and Mr. Wrestling | and 
Mr. Wrestling Il couldn’t down 
The Road Warriors, what hopes 
could Wayne and Garvin maintain 
against such brutal competition? 

The National tag champion 
Road Warriors are a combination 
the likes of which wrestling has 
never seen. They combine raw 
muscle, brute force, reckless bru- 
tality, and an almost insane hun- 
ger for victory in a manner that 
most often renders their oppo- 
nents losers, and occasionally 
renders them unconscious. 

Recently, they rendered Brett 
Wayne horribly more _ than 
unconscious. 

“I couldn’t believe what my 
eyes told me,” said Jim, Preiss, a 
fan who sat at ringside for the 
matches that evening.. “It was ab- 
solutely disgusting. | guess | was 
like everyone else, | wanted to 
see Wayne and Garvin take care 
of The Road Warriors. But | never 
thought the Warriors were capa- 
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Road Warrior Animal takes full advantage of Wayne’s helpless condition with a rear assault 


(above left). Blood splashes in all directions as Hawk slams his fist against the top of Brett’s 
head (above right). With referee Nick Patrick tending to the injured Ronnie Garvin outside 
the ring, The Road Warriors were free to use any tactics they liked. 


ble of doing to anyone what they 
did to Wayne. 

“What's most pathetic about 
the whole incident,” Preiss told 
The Wrestler, “was that Ronnie 
Garvin couldn’t help Wayne at all. 
And boy, did he need help!” 

Only moments after the match 
had begun, Garvin was double- 
teamed by Hawk and Animal. A 
combination of kicks and punches 
rendered Garvin unconscious, 
and he slumped from the ring 
apron to the arena floor. As ref- 
eree Nick Patrick—quite cor- 
rectly—climbed out of the ring to 
see if Garvin was seriously in- 
jured, The Road Warriors took ad- 
vantage of the referee’s absence 
and began a_ brutal double- 
teaming of Wayne. 

Several minutes later, Patrick, 
convinced that Garvin would not 
need emergency medical aid, 
stepped back into the ring, and 
The Road Warriors broke their 
double-teaming. But terrible dam- 
age had already been inflicted to 
Brett Wayne. Wayne, now groggy, 
was left alone in the ring with 
Hawk. Hawk grabbed Wayne by 


the hair and delivered a punishing 
right hand to the side of his head. 
Seemingly ready to fall to the mat 
at any second, Wayne staggered 
around the ring as Hawk moved 
in to continue the attack with an- 
other powerful right hand to 
Wayne's head. This second blow 
opened up a cut that sent blood 
streaming down the side of 
Wayne’s face. 


Referee Patrick finally gets back to stop the 
illegal offensive. 


Hawk easily lifts Wayne and tosses him to 
the mat (above). Garvin, Tommy Rich, and a 
ring crewman help Brett to the arena physi- 
cian (right). 


Fans at ringside were scream- 
ing for referee Patrick to stop the 
match, but their cries went un- 
heeded. Hawk slammed Wayne 
to the mat and moved in with a 
rear chinlock followed by a head- 
lock that had blood spurting 
' ghoulishly from the open wound. 

The tag was made and Animal 
moved into the ring. Scooping up 
Wayne as if he weighed 240 
ounces instead of 240 pounds, 
Animal slammed him to the can- 
vas three times. Nearly uncon- 
scious, Wayne was unable to de- 
fend himself. By this time, Garvin 
was sitting up on the floor and 
shaking his head, obviously un- 
aware of where he was or what 
was happening to his partner. 

The Road Warriors’ attack con- 
tinued unchallenged. 

Animal dragged Wayne to the 
edge of the ring and, tying 
Wayne’s arms in the ropes, pro- 
ceeded to smash him repeatedly 
in the head. Wayne’s face was a 
fright-mask of blood as the wound 
on the side of his head was 
opened further with each blow 
from Animal’s fist. 

The tag was made again and 
Hawk moved into the ring to con- 
tinue the bloody mutilation. Un- 
conscious, slumping against the 


ropes, blood covering his head, 
his arms twisted in ways that 
would have caused him to scream 
in pain if he were awake and 
aware of his situation, Wayne was 
a horrendous sight. His body had 
received so much punishment 


that even his natural reflexes 
failed to respond as he was being 
beaten. The only movements in 
Wayne’s body were the result of 
the impact of the blows delivered 
by Hawk and Animal. 

Suddenly, the fans’ cries and 
helpless pleas for aid turned to 
deafening cheers as Tommy Rich 
ran out of the dressing room area 
and into the ring brandishing a 
chair. Pistol Pez Whatley and 
Rick Rood followed close behind 
as The Road Warriors, facing un- 
kind odds, fled to their dressing 


room leaving their damage and 
destruction behind them. 

While Whatley and Rich chased 
the Warriors from the ring, Rood 
helped Ronnie Garvin to his feet. 
When Garvin saw the condition 
his partner was in, he went over 
to him to try and see if he could 
help. 

But Brett Wayne was angry— 
angry at The Road Warriors, and 
angry at Ronnie Garvin. “Where 
the hell were you!” he said as 
loud as his battered body would 
let him. Garvin began to explain, 
but Tommy Rich shook his head 
and steered Garvin to the dress- 
ing room. “Give him some time, 
Ronnie,” Rich said. “He'll be all 


right.” 
Later, Garvin, along with Rich 
and Whately, accompanied 


Wayne to his home, making sure 
he was comfortable and in need 
of no further medical assistance 
before leaving him for the eve- 
ning. When The Wrestler asked 
Tommy Rich to comment on 
whether Garvin and Wayne had 
settled their dispute, Wildfire tried 
to be diplomatic. 

“Things like this happen in tag 
team wrestling,” Rich said. “But 
Brett and Ronnie have too much 
trust built up. | know that when 
Brett sees the films of this match, 
he’ll realize Ronnie was unable to 
help him.” 

But the disturbing questions re- 
main: Just how injured was Ron- 
nie Garvin while Brett Wayne was 
being brutalized? Could he have 
gotten to his feet and helped his 
partner? Was Garvin more fright- 
ened of The Road Warriors than 
he was hurt by them? 

As we ask these questions 
rhetorically to Ronnie Garvin, we 
hope that he is asking these 
same questions of himself. The 
fans don’t necessarily need an- 
swers to these questions, but as a 
wrestler and a human _ being, 
Garvin ought to be able to answer 
them satisfactorily for himself— 
and for his tag team partner. 0 
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An Empire Falls 


THE SELF-DESTRUCTION OF 
THE FOUR HORSEMEN 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HERE ARE MEN—Dusty 
Rhodes, Nikita Koloff, Rick Mor- 
ton, and Robert Gibson—who devotec 
years of their careers to destroying The 
Four Horsemen. Every ounce of ener- 
gy was pointed toward ridding wres- 
tling of the evil empire that once held 
every major title in the NWA. 
But nobody could destroy them. 
Then they destroyed themselves. 
The Four Horsemen officially died 
on January 24, 1989, when Ric Flair 
fired manager J.J. Dillon. It was the 
final stop on a course of self-destruc- 
tion that started almost immediately af- 
ter the Horsemen were born in 1986. 
The Horsemen were always successful, 
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but they were never stable. They 
couldn’t be. 

At one point in 1988, Tully Blan- 
chard and Am Anderson were NWA 
World tag team champs, Barry Wind- 
ham was U.S. champ, and Flair, the 
glittering jewel in this star-studded 
clique, was NWA World champion. As 
individuals, they were mere mortals. As 
a unit, under the guidance of their 
brilliant manager, they were an unstop- 
pable force. 

“What you had there was a bunch 
of very large personalities, and things 
couldn’t always be perfect,” said Ole 
Anderson, an original member of the 
group. “It was like a baseball team 


with too many stars. After a while, the 
egos clash. In our case, egos were 
clashing all the time, but we were al- 
ways trying to hide it. When things 
broke loose, watch out!” 

Examine a brief history of the 
Horsemen and you'll see that they 
were self-destructing from almost the 
very start: 

Mid-1986: The orginal Four 
Horsemen, consisting of Ric Flair, 
Tully Blanchard, Am Anderson, and 
Ole Anderson, are formed: Dillon is 
the manager of this brash, egotistical 
Sroup. 

March 1, 1987: Following a con- 
frontation with Blanchard, Ole be- 


Many wrestlers tried to ¢ destroy The F mer = 

the end, the Horsemen destroyed themselves. Now only Ric 
Flair and Barry Windham remain, and the powerful empire — 
that dominated the NWA for nearly three years. is in as 


comes the first member to leave the 
group. Rumors of a rift had been cir- 
culating for weeks after Ole missed sev- 
eral Horsemen obligations to watch his 
son wrestle in school. 

March 14, 1987: Lex Luger, an 
associate of the Horsemen for two 
months, is made a full member. The 
Horsemen are restored to full strength. 

December 2, 1987: Luger leaves 
the Horsemen after refusing to elimi- 
nate himself from a Bunkhouse Stam- 
pede so Dillon could win. A confronta- 


tion with Blanchard and Arn follows. 
Luger vows revenge. 

April 20, 1988: Barry Windham 
turns against Luger, his NWA World 


tag team partner, in a title match 
against Blanchard and Am, who win 
the belts with Windham’s help. Wind- 
ham subsequently joins the Horsemen, 
once again restoring them to full 
strength. 

September 10, 1988: Tully and 
Am lose the NWA World tag belts to 
The Midnight Express on a controver- 


sial decision; after their appeal is 
turned down, they announce that they 
are leaving the NWA for the WWF. 
They are the third and fourth mem- 
bers to leave the group. Only one orig- 
inal member—Flair—remains. There 
are now two Horsemen and one man- 
ager in The Four Horsemen. 
January 24, 1989: Flair fires Dil- 
lon. Only Flair and Windham remain. 
Amidst (and despite) the turmoil, 
Flair held the World title three times. 
(Continued on page 60) 
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Hans Schmidt (above) 
wants Dick Taylor 
to tag him, but Dick 
wants no part of it. 
This sets off a wild 
braw! (left) between 
Taylor and Schmidt. 


Exclusive Photos 
By Tony Lanza 


DDIE CREATCHMAN WAS gloating. An 

insane Jaugh emerged from deep in 
his stomach. It was a laugh that could 
come only from Eddie Creatchman. He 
was obviously very pleased. 

“| did it!” screamed Eddie. “I did it! 
| did it! | did it! | got together the most 
diabolical team in wrestling history. | 
put two of the most vicious guys living 
into a team that has to click. | have 
done the impossible! 

“They don’t call me ‘The Brain’ for 
nothing. They don’t call me the most bril- 
liant manager in the sport just for the 
hell of it. 

“You know what | did? | took my cham- 
pion Dick Taylor and teamed him with 
Hans Schmidt, that insane maniac. And 
when you got two madmen in one arena 
against two of anybody else you got a 


As their opponents retire to watch 
from ringside seats, Schmidt and 
Taylor continue their unscheduled 
war. This was some partnership! 
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bunch of winners. That’s what you got! 
| think I'll go out and have a victory cele- 
bration,” concluded Creatchman with 
another insane laugh. 

Eddie wasn’t even waiting for his team 
to show its stuff. He was going to cele- 
brate victory before it even happened! 

The brainstorm team of Creatchman’s 
was signed to battle father and son team 
Jacques and Ray Rougeau. They would 
provide formidable opposition, but Eddie 
was certain they would be wiped out 
quickly by Taylor and Schmidt. 

The match started predictably. The two 
“madmen” entered the arena to the hoots 
and boos of the crowd while the Rougeaus 
received the adoration of the crowd. But 
Eddie had been laughing all the way to 
the arena and expected to be laughing 
all the way back. 


r4 ; 
Wily Eddie Gr 


eatchman thought he’d come up with 
a sensational tag team. He even threw a victory 
party before their first match. Poor Eddie. Things 


didn’t work out quite the way he’d planned 


DEADLY 
ENEMIES 
THE NEXT 


Once the wrestlers got warmed up, 
Taylor grabbed Rougeau and wouldn't let 
up on him. Dick dropkicked Ray, forced 
him through the ropes and onto the hard 
floor, and put him through a painful 
series of headlocks, armlocks and 
reverse toeholds. 

Ray looked like he just about had it. 
But he managed to tag his father who 
wanted to knock the living daylights out 
of his boy’s tormentor. 


Taylor was knocked all over the place. 
And to wrap it all up, Jacques delivered 
a punch that sent Dick to the mat like 
a ton of bricks. Still dazed, Taylor some- 
how rose and attempted to tag Hans. 
But Schmidt wasn’t in any mood to be 
tagged. 

“Tag me, goddamit!” Dick yelled. “I’m 
waiting for you.” 


(Continued on page 60) 


Eddie Creatchman (below) poses with 
his newest find, Dick Taylor. But 
Eddie’s plans for a great tag team 

go blooey as Schmidt and Taylor try 
to kill one another (above). 
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(Who are The Samoans? 
Animal, mineral, vegetable, none 
of the above? Deranged spores 
from an alien culture of harbingers 
of a future civilization? Violent 
mystery shrouds this dangerous 
duo. Only one man understands 
their bizarre minds. Only one man 
knows their past. Only one man 
can provide a glimpse of their, and 
our future.) 


HERE’S A JUNGLE in 

Samoa where no civilized man 
has ever been. Even the Captain 
had never dared enter. I’d heard 
stories of animal-men raised by 
Samoan tigers and lions, nurtured 
in the caves. I thought it was 
superstition. What if it weren’t? 
What if the Captain, brave and 
fearless, shrewd and _ brilliant, 
could actually tame these wild 
animal-men? 

Natives cautioned me against 
approaching this forbidding black 
pit of vines and strange noises. In 
Samoa, they called it “Flurm,” a 
name that was to become as much 
a part of my vocabulary as hello, 
good-bye, and brains. 
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Six natives accompanied me to 
the edge of Flurm. A strange odor 
(something like Sammartino after 
a heavy workout), filled the air. 
Stale pepperoni, you know the 
smell. About a quarter of a mile 
away, the native started 
grumbling, looking into trees into 
the ground. I cracked my whip for 
obedience. Got none. Crying like 
Backlund after a bad whipping, the 
native deserted me. I’d have to 
make the final trek alone. 

Darkness descended. I could 
barely see. The odor got stronger. I 
could barely breathe. Even the 
Captain was nervous. Birds 
shrieked, vines crunched. And 
heavy breathing. I stopped, peered, 


Despite all this painful 
attention, they didn’t seem bent on 
violence. I had to communi- 
cate. How? 

I had to learn their language. 
Apparently The Samoans never 
had to leave their cave. All their 
creature comforts, food, shelter, 
amusement (two rocks tied to a 
vine which they'd swing over their 
heads was their only game). Much 
of their communication flowed 
from grunts and gestures. 

I know sign language. What'd I 
have to lose? I made the sign for 
friend. Their eyes brightened and 
what passed for a smile—parted 
lips, saliva over chin, twitching 
nose—came to their faces. They 


SAMGANS 
LIFE STORY 


By Captain Lou Albano 


saw the dim outline of anentrance. 
The entrance to Flurm. 

Before I could say how-do-ya- 
do, four huge arms seized me and 
whisked me away. Vines covered 
my face. I whizzed down a dark 
corridor. Dumped on my rear. 
When I came to, I was bathed in 
natural light, deep in the heart of 
The Samoans’ cave. 

This was the first time ever I’d 
seen their faces, Afa and Sika. 
Bug-eyed, groaning, snarling, hair 
all over their bodies. Thought I’d 
died and made a wrong turn. One 
of them, the good-looking one, 
poked me in the ribs. I didn’t 
protest. Didn’t want my 
head removed. 


responded. Friends. 

I asked them how they learned 
sign language. Afa explained thata 
genetically deaf tribe of Samoans 
lived nearby and, when mating 
season arrived, it was imperative, 
for physical and emotional 
happiness, to be able to 
communicate. 

I knew Afa and Sika would be 
natural wrestlers. Fierce, 
dedicated, shrewd. What I didn’t 
know was how to control them. 
See, certain words, like “flurm,” 
and “ratsbupkis,” trigger certain 
actions. But The Samoans don’t 
always respond. 

I say I control them 15, 20 
percent of the time. Rest of the 


A few years ago, when Captain 
Lou Albano first brought 

The Samoans to the WWF, we 
printed this story. Now The 
Samoans are back, and we felt it 
was the right time to reprint 
this story about the origins of The 
Samoans—according to Captain 
Lou Albano 
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ath 


time, who knows? They'll go crazy. 
Ever seen a Samoan foraging for 
Samoans help each other into their traditional costumes (above) and go into fierce £004 in the jungle? They'll tear out 
combat (below). vines, trees, tigers, kill birds, eat 
wings, jump into snake pits, 
anything for food. 

Now I’ve taken that same hunger 
for food and turned it into a hunger 
for a title. Samoans don’t know 
from things like money, cars, 
shoes, water picks. No, The 
Samoans are primitive, back from 
mankind’s darkest days, before 
television, before wrestling. Before 
wrestling? The Samoans invented 
wrestling! They invented holds. 
Think Backlund’s slippery? Ever 
try to climb a vine? 

Afa and Sika were born from 
Samoan warrior stock. Their 
father led this small, fierce tribe. 
They are killers, madmen, the very 
future of wrestling. They are true 
warriors, true leaders, brave men 
capable of anything. 

All wrestling should thank their 
lucky stars for Afa and Sika. And 
for Lou Albano, who brought 
them to America. O 
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WHEN CAPT. LOU ALBANO TALKS, 


PEOPLE LISTEN! 


“I've been around the sport of professional wrestling for 40 years, and I’ve read 
every story in the world's best wrestling magazines—PRO WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED, THE WRESTLER, INSIDE WRESTLING, SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, AND WRESTLING 91. 


“As ‘Captain’ of the WRESTLING CLASSICS magazine, it is my privilege to 
gather the very best stories every printed in those great magazines and fit them 
into one very special publication. WRESTLING CLASSICS is a must-read for 

fans who want to know a little bit more about this sport than just who won yes- 


terday's match!”’ 


ALIMITED NUMBER OF CAPT. LOU ALBANO PRESENTS. . . 
WRESTLING CLASSICS—EACH WITH FOUR PAGES OF 
DAZZLING COLOR—ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR JUST $3 EACH! 
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| LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
BOX 956 
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ADDRESS 


| cry 


| For all orders except U.S., you must add $1.50 for each issue to be delivered by boat mail, and $3 for each issue to be 
j delivered by air mail. Int'l money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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! FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


| enclose $3 for each issue 
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O Nov. 1989: Exciusive Photos Of A Lifetime! Hulk Hogan—From The Cradle 


To The Throne, Plus: Rhodes (1982), Flair (1980), Snuka (1981), Suiltvan (1973), 


Rich-Sawyer (1984), Lord Al Hays (1973). Classic Ratings (1979). Future 
Classics; Savage, Steamboat. 

1 Jan. 1990: Roddy Piper's Title Match With Ric Flair Ends In Chaos! (1983). 
Pius; Sammartino (1977), Von Raschke (1972), Zbyszko (1981), Rhodes (1977), 
Andre-Ladd (1977), Hogan-Biackwell (1982), Kevin Von Erich (1984). Classic 
Ratings (1975). Future Classics: Sting, Warrior-Rude. 


1 March 1990: The Most Vicious Wrestlers Of Our Time: Terry Funk (1976), 
Kowalski (1972), Sheik (1974), Brody (1963), Hogan (1980), Blassie (1982), 
Steele (1973), Abdullah (1982), Hansen (1978). Classic Ratings (1980). Future 
Classics: AWA Team Series, Valentine-Garvin. 


© April 1990: A Decade Of Feuds: Bruno-Zbyszko (1980), Andre-Khan (1981), 
Backlund-Snuka (1982), Piper-Valentine (1964), Slaughter-Sheik (1984), Flair- 
rcp tits Classic Ratings (1980). Future Classics: 


CO May 1990: Shockers! The World Title Upsets That Changed History: Rich- 
Race (1981), Koloft-Sammartino (1971), Graham-Sammartino (1977), Andre-Ho- 
gan (1988), Thesz-Rogers (1973), Stasiak-Morales (1974), Funk-Briscs (1976). 
Classic Ratings (1972). Future Classics; Andre & Haku, Zenk. 


(2 July 1990: WrestleMania! The Grandeur & The Glory: An In-Depth Look At 
WrestieManias |-V, Classic WrestleMania VI Foldout: Hogan-Ultimate Warrior. 
Chassic Ratings (1985), Future Classics: Skyscrapers-Road Warriors, Lawler- 
SYD. 


C Sept. 1990: Capt. Lou Albano Picks . . . The Ugliest Wrestiers Ever! Firpo 
(1972), Bundy (1864), Mayne (1973), Curry (1965), Steele (1978), Abdullah 
(1976), Rhodes (1982), Kabuki (1962), Missing Link (1985), Classic Ratings: 
(1982), Future Classics: Ormdortf, Orient Express. 

0 Nev, 1990: The Legion Of Doom—They Dine On Danger And Snack On 
Death: Sa stories tracing The Road Warriors’ brilliant career. Bonus; The Great- 
est Tag Teams In History. Classic Ratings: (1963). Future Classics: Savage-Elz- 
abeth, Kevin Von Erich. 


CO Jan, 1991: Wrestling Reaches New Heights: A Special Tribute To The 
Sport's Giants: Andre (1974), Baba (1970), Studd (1983), Vicious (1989), Ladd 
(1976), Hogan (1983), Convict (1970), Andre-Jonathan (1972). Classic Ratings: 
(1973). Future Classics: Sting, Kerry Von Erich. 


ONLY $3 EACH 


Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. 


Print your name 
and address clearly 


( March 1991: Tag Team Of World Champions! The Ultimate Warrior & Sting: 
Can It Happen Again? Plus: Valentine (1972), Flair (1977), Martel (1985), Staugh- 
ter (1989), Tolos (1973), Atlas (1981), Sammartino (1979). Classic Ratings: 
(1976). Future Classics: Pilman, Bossman. 


0 May 1991: Sql. Siaughter—The Rise And Fall Of An American Hero. Four 
Stories tracing his controversial career. Pius: Moved Matches (1971), Hansen-Idol 
(1984), Thesz (1973), lgor-Hogan (1961), Rivera (1973). Classic Ratings: (1986). 
Future Classics: Nasty Boys, Vicious. 


1 July 1991: The Pretty Killer: Don't Be Misied By Their Looks! Staniee (1965), 
Lewin (1963), Von Erichs (1986), Steamboat-Bockwinket (1979), Martel (1984), 
Palman (1990), Bravo (1975). Classic Ratings: (1972). Future Classics: Ultimate 


0 Sept. 1991: Wrestiing’s Greats! (Before They Were Great). Andre (1971), Di- 

Biase (1960), Hennig (1988), Jarrett (1988), Freebirds (1981), Hansen (1976), 
Flair (1976), Hogan (1961), Justice (1988), Windham (1981), Zoyszko (1974), 
Classic Ratings: (1961). Future Ctassics: Flair, Mountie-Bossman, 


(C Nov. 1991: 20 Years (Or Better!}—And Still Going Strong! Lawler (1976), Ter- 
ty Funk (1975), wan Koloff (1974), Stater (1975), Colon (1984), Mascaras (1977), 
Race (1975), Ron Garvin (1988), Snuka (1978), Valentine (1982), Murdoch 
(1981), Classic Ratings: (1984). Future Classics: Gigante, Warlord. 


Cdn. 188: Fc Hulk Hop: Hos Rl The Ht akg 
Bout. Seven stories that explain why this is “The Fight Of The Century." Plus: 
Luger-Race (1985), Battle Royals, Silento Rodriguez (1969), Classic Ratings: 
(1987). Future Classics: Flair, Hogan. 


( March 1992: The Bodies Beautiful: Wresting's Sculpted Superstars. Atlas 
(1985), Hawk (1987), Kerry Von Erich & Billy Jack (1984), Vicious (1969), Gra- 
ham (1977), Luger (1986), Hogan & Patera (1983), Rude & Omdorff (1988), Mari 
10 (1974), Thomas (1972). Classic Ratings: (1972). Future Classics: Rockers, 
Embry-Prichard. 


Spring 1992: Wrestiing’s Fabulous Females: Gorgeous But Deadly. Baby 
Doll (1988}, Vachon (1972), Simmes (1987), Sunshine (1987), Madusa-Hyatt 
(1988), Laveme (1972), Elizabeth (1989), Dark Journey-Hyatt (1987), Casey 
(1972), Grable (1973), Woman (1990). Classic Ratings: (1975). 

OSummer 1992: Macho Madness! Saven stories tracing the exciting and con- 
troversial career of Randy Savage. Plus: L.A. Battle Royal (1970), Heenan-Hays 
(1980), Albano & Altimore (1974), Blood Money (1985). Classic Ratings: (1988). 
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MOONDOGS 
PLAY “RUFF” 


Exactly what are The Moondogs? Are they 
human? Are they canine? Are they some 
warped creation of a diabolical scientist? 

No one is certain what sort of lifeform this 
newest Captain Lou Albano discovery might 
be. But one thing is certain: 

The Moondogs are very, very dangerous 


By Matt Brock 


HAT THE DEVIL is going 
on in this sport of mine? 
Now through the years I’ve seen 
some pretty bizarre goings-on 
inside that squared circle. I’ve seen 
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gory massacres, seen careers 
ended, seen some genuinely weird 
men trickle in and out of 
the ropes. 

But never have I witnessed 
anything quite as strange as The 
Moondogs, Captain Lou Albano’s 


PHOTOS BY BILL APTER & STU SAKS 


newest presentation to the WWF 


fans. To decipher where the 
Moondogs came from and what 
they are required some pretty 
heavy investigative reporting. 
Unfortunately, I hit a dead end on 
almost every occasion. 

First, I made the mistake of 
interviewing the Captain. 

“They're the best, Brock, the 
best you ever saw, the best I ever 
had, they’re mean, cruel, tough, 
vicious, yap and ya, they can fetch, 
play dead, roll over, they’re smart, 
they guard the Albano house, they 
keep away the burglars, the thugs, 
the drunks, the bums, so watch out 
Brock what you write because I'll 
sic em on you.” 


I did resent being categorized 
with burglars. Last thing I stole 
was a beer mug from this tavern in 
Des Moines. But that’s another 
story and there are innocent 
people’s reputations to protect. 

Then I tried to speak to the 
Moondogs themselves. 

Needless to say, that didn’t bear 
much fruit. One tried to bite my 
fingers off and the other mistook 
my umbrella for a bone. I tried to 
maintain my flagging dignity in the 
course of the interview. 1 would 
transcribe the tape of that 
interview in this article, but you 
could hear the same dialogue in 
any kennel. 

That led me to ponder three 
possible explanations for the 
Moondogs. Are they simply 
demented humans with a canine 
fetish? Are they innocent victims of 
same diabolical Albano scene? Or 
are they genuinely half-human, 
half-dog? 

As regards the first possibility, I 
consulted a noted animal 
psychologist, Dr. Jordan 
Pearlman. 

“T have observed peculiar animal 
behavior in my long and vast 
experience as an animal 
psychologist,” said Dr. Pearlman. 
“T have seen the most abhorrent of 

(Continued on page 58) 
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The Moondogs are extremely sensitive to the taunts of the crowd. One of The 
Moondogs barks at the crowd while the other concentrates on the opponents (above). 
The Moondogs listen to no.one but Lou Albano. The referees try but cannot stop them 


from choking (below. left) and double-teaming Rick McGraw (below right). 


Riding an incredible 
emotional wave brought on 
by the appearance of the 
recovering Magnum T.A., 
Dusty Rhodes and Nikita 
Koloff combined forces to 
defeat Tully Blanchard and 
Lex Luger for wrestling’s 
biggest prize: $1 million and 
the silver Crockett Cup! 


UST MOMENTS BEFORE the 

start of the final match at the 
second annual $1 million Jim 
Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup Tag 
Team Tournament, Terry Allen ap- 
peared in the dressing room run- 
“ way. The crowd stood and roared, 
and the spotlight followed Allen as 
he slowly made his way to the 
ring. Then, at ringside, the man 
known as Magnum TA. ex- 
changed tearful embraces with 
Dusty Rhodes and Nikita Koloff. 

An incredible surge of energy 
powered through the Baltimore 
Arena. What strength Magnum 
T.A. still had—and the consider- 
able willpower and emotional 
strength that he will always have— 
was transferred to The Superpow- 
ers during that brief exchange. 
Right then and there, Tully Blan- 
chard and Lex Luger might as well 
have gone home. 

Such a moment is rare—almost 
priceless—in professional sports. It 
is a time when the tide noticeably 
shifts, when something happens to 
make a team or an individual un- 
beatable. It happened to the Unit- 
ed States Olympic hockey team in 
1980. It happened to Sugar Ray 
Leonard in 1987. But rarely does 
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RHODES & NIKITA KOLOFF 


THE CROCKETT CUP! 


the tide shift so tangibly, so notice- 
ably, as it did on April 1] in 
Baltimore. 

Simply put, the team of Dusty 
Rhodes and Nikita Koloff defeated 


Tully Blanchard and Lex Luger 
when Rhodes pinned Blanchard at 
17:31. The veteran Rhodes execut- 
ed a flying bodypress from the top 
rope to save his partner from a 


g the toumament (opposite page). Koloff pins 
Bill Dundee in a second-round match (above). 


Blanchard piledriver, then covered 
Blanchard for the pin. 

An event like the 1987 Crockett 
Cup toumament, however, can 
never be adequately described in 
such basic terms. This was a tour- 
nament with numerous twists and 
tums, a sporting event that defied 
reason again and again, then came 
up with an ending right out of Hol- 


Photos by Craig Peters 


lywood. To wit: 

@ The Mulkeys, fresh off their 
victory over The Gladiators on 
WTBS' World Championship 
Wrestling, emerged as the under- 
dog darlings of the crowd. But 
Denny Brown and Todd Champi- 
on ended Randy and Bill’s hopes 
for an upset with an easy pin in 
the first round. Still, that didn’t stop 
a fan at ringside from proudly dis- 
playing a_ sign proclaiming 
“Mulkeymania!” 

@ The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
withdrew from the tournament be- 
cause of an eye injury suffered by 
Rick Morton. Robert Gibson had 
the opportunity to choose another 
partner but respectfully declined. 


(Continued on page 64) 


Rhodes performs a flying bodypress on 
Manny Fernandez (left). Rick Rude punches 
Rhodes off the top rope (above). Rude and 
Fernandez lost to The Superpowers in the 
tournament quarterfinals. 


WRESTLING CLASSICS 53 


By Kostya Kennedy 


HEY ARE BIG. They are nimble. 
Tt gain experience with each 
passing day. But none of those 
crucial factors gets to the essence of 
The Headhunters. What truly defines 
this pair, what the makes them so 
frightening, so ominous, is an absolute 
and incredible thirst for blood. 
“Blood and titles, that’s all we’re 
after,” says Victor Quinones, who 
manages the monstrous duo. 
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Malheim and Malfait, The Headhunters, flank their manager, Victor Quinones. “1 
had almost as much trouble getting them to stand still for this picture,” said THE 
WresTLer’s Jason Lavin, “as | did holding my hand steady while | clicked the shutter!” 


“Actually, I’m the one who worries 
about the titles. Sometimes all they 
care about is their opponents’ blood- 
stream—the taste of it, the feel of it. 
It's my job as manager to see that we 
channel that into championships.” 
There seems little standing in The 
Headhunters’ path that they wouldn't 
happily chew up and spit aside. The 
South African twin brothers fill out six- 
foot frames with 380 pounds of bulk. 


Watching them train recently in 
Pennsylvania (where they wrestle in 
ECW) reveals their most deadly traits. 

With Quinones at ringside urging 
them on, the brothers face off. The 
day’s scheduled sparring partners 
appeared briefly at the suburban gym, 
only to disappear out the back 
entrance, hemming and hawing some 
dubious excuse. “That’s how it is,” 
said Quinones. “It happens all the 


ee 


re 


time. We hire people to train with us, 
but they don’t realize who they’re 
dealing with. When they take a look at 
these guys, they just run away.” 

Who can honestly blame them? 
Standing in opposite corners of the 
ring, advancing toward one another, 
Malfait and Malheim seem to fill the 
entire gym. They stalk smoothly, then 
meet to clutch in wild-eyed anger. 
They brutally poke each other's eyes, 
angrily scratch each other's faces. 
Then, as if controlled by some inner 
demons, the brothers begin to tear 
and bite wantonly into each other's 
flesh. Before long, their 
massive bodies glisten 
a hideous crimson in 
the gym’s yellow light. 

“Enough!” Quinones 
bellows, courageously 
jumping through the 
ropes to break the 
brothers apart. “Save it 
for the matches.” 

At Quinones’ instruc- 
tion, The Headhunters 
reluctantly separate and 
begin practicing their 
moves. First come a 
few simple dives and 
rolls, then some prodi- 
gious leaps and breath- 
taking kicks that fly 
high enough to clip a 
man’s forehead. Finally, 
the amazing display 
draws to a close as 
these two mammoth, 
bloodstained creatures begin to 
moonsault. 

“It's incredible what they can do,” 
said perhaps the greatest high-flyer of 
all time, Mil Mascaras, who crossed 
paths with The Headhunters in 
Japan’s WING federation. “I couldn't 
believe they could get themselves off 
the ground like that. If they were just 
that big, or just that flexible, it would 
be enough to make them potential 
contenders. But they're big and flexi- 
ble. Worst of all, they’re completely 
infatuated with drawing blood.” 

It comes as no surprise that the 
brothers grew up idolizing Abdullah 


the Butcher. They left South Africa at 
an early age and moved to the 
Dominican Republic, where childhood 
friends recall the young Headhunters 
poring through magazines and photos 
of Abdullah’s victims and literally lick- 
ing their lips. 

Determined to get a taste of the 
squared circle, The Headhunters 
began wrestling professionally even 
before they had management. In 1989 
they were causing their special brand 
of mayhem in the AWF in Puerto Rico, 
where Quinones discovered them. 

“| saw The Headhunters take anoth- 


Crash the Terminator, a title they have 
since relinquished. 

All the while, The Headhunters kept 
flying back to Mexico, where they 
feuded with the Silver Kings, the coun- 
try's premier tag team. Now they're 
after the UWA Mexican belts held by 
Dan Kroffat and Doug Furnas, wreaking 
havoc in Japan, and making their 
tremendous presence felt in the ECW. 

“It's like one flavor of blood isn't 
enough for these guys,” Quinones 
said with an evil laugh. “They'd be 
happiest if they could taste the flesh of 
people in every country.” 


Headhunter Malheim launches a moonsault on unfortunate J.T. Smith during 
action from a recent ECW card in Philadelphia. 


er tag team and within minutes leave 
them broken and bloody on the 
ground,” he recalled. “I realized imme- 
diately what | was dealing with, so | 
asked them if we could form a part- 
nership. That was the smartest move | 
ever made.” 

Later that year, Quinones took the 
brothers to hunt heads in Japan, 
where they were an immediate sensa- 
tion. They dominated surprised oppo- 
nents and soon took away the WING 
tag title from Mitsuhiro Matsunga and 


With their Pennsylvania training 
session complete, and no match 
later that night, Quinones takes his 
Headhunters to a fine restaurant for 
dinner. The manager orders for all 
three. 

“ll have the poached salmon with 
spinach and sauteed potatoes,” he 
tells the waiter. “Then we'll need two 
very large steaks, but tell the chef to 
only grill them for a few seconds on 
each side. They have to be really, 
really rare, even purple inside,” O 
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MONGOLS! 


(Continued from page 29) 


says, “going all the way back to the 
Kangaroos. When I go out looking for 
a tag team, or an individual wrestler, I 
look for great physical attributes— 
ability, agility, youth, speed, science, 
desire—and the one attribute you 
cannot build into a man—heart! Right 
in here!” he declares, as he taps his 
chest for emphasis. 

“You can make any of the other 
attributes fit the man,” he continues. 
“You can make him faster, more agile, 
but you can’t give him heart! I look for 
that number one! 

“And both Geeto and Bolo have a 
great, great amount of heart!” Cannon 
concludes. 

No one can doubt that. However, 
along with their great determination 
comes a will to win that stops at 
nothing. They know no limits nor do 
they respect any rules. Watching them 
can be an infuriating experience for a 
wrestling fan as well as a frustrating 
experience fora referee. Many officials 
constantly complain about the 
Mongols’ outrageous tactics and 
Cannon’s constant interference. But 
all their pleas seem to do no good. 

“I can state categorically, Cannon 
swears, “that I have never interfered in 
any way, shape, or form during a 
Mongols’ match. That's as ridiculous 
an accusation as saying the Mongols 
use illegal tactics. ABSURD! 

“The trouble does not lie with the 
Mongols, but with jealous, 
incompetent tag teams whose skill falls 
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Above: A great dropkick by Dino 
Bravo sends Geeto Mongol flying 
across the canvas early in the 
match. Below: Raymond Rougeau 
is held helpless by Bolo as 

Geeto leaps down hard onto him. 


way below that of my men. To make 
up for lack of wrestling ability, these 
malcontents accuse my men of dirty 
tactics. I'd sue them for slander except 
they haven’t earned enough money to 
make it worth my while. 


Dino Bravo flips Bolo Mongol 
across the ring while Gino Brito 
holds Geeto Mongol helpless. 
However, by using illegal moves, 
the Mongols escape the assault. 


” 


“Great men,” Cannon says with 
quiet dignity, “have to expect the slings 
and arrows of jealous victims.” 

Two men who have wrestled against 
the Mongols are Gino Brito and Dino 
Bravo. While no one but Cannon 
would accuse these two great athletes 
of being “jealous victims,” the two men 
are having difficulty controlling their 
tempers when it comes to the Mongols. 

“First off,” says Gino, “if Cannon 
doesn’t interfere, my name in 
Napolean Bonaparte! He’s an insult to 
decent wrestling. Of course, he 
complements his hoodlums perfectly!” 

“And hoodlums are just the right 
word for them!” Dino added. “When I 
think they’re disgracing professional 
wrestling by being champions, it just 
doubles my determination to take the 
title from them!” 

A great many tag teams are 
determined to take the I.W.A. title 
from the Mongols. Many have tried. 
None have succeeded. O 


If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


Which young WCW star is known as 
“The Natural’? 

1) Steve Austin 

2) Scotty the Body 

3) Dustin Rhodes 

4) Robert Redford 


Who portrayed Thunderlips in the 
film Rocky III? 

1) Hulk Hogan 

2) Lou Albano 

3) Jesse Ventura 

4) Rick Martel 


Which of the following wrestlers is 
“Ravishing’’? 

1) Ron Ritchie 

2) Dusty Rhodes 

3) Rick Steamboat 

4) Rick Rude 

True or False: Jesse Ventura was a 
member of the elite Navy Seals? 

1) True 

2) False 


How did you do? 
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WARRIORS 


(Continued from page 10) 
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Sgt. Slaughter shields his head from Hawk’s brutal 
assault. Once the Warriors have the momentum in 
a match, they are virtually impossible to stop. 


ever split up and wrestle in singles 
matches? 

HAWK: We've done a few over the 
years, and maybe we'll do a few in 
the future, but we'll never split up for 


good. 

WRESTLING 86: You know wrestling 
as well as | do, Hawk, and you 
should never say never. 

ANIMAL: In this case, we can say 
“never.” The Warriors are a solid 
team. We have solid success, and 
we have a solid future ahead of us. 
We're two bodies with one mind, and 
we’re not about to split apart. 
WRESTLING 86: There have been 
rumors that NWA Champion Ric Flair 
is willing to give a title shot to you, 
Animal. 

ANIMAL: So what? Maybe we'll go 
after the Koloffs, and when we win 
those belts, maybe Flair should think 
about getting himself a partner and 
then we’ll give him a title shot. 
HAWK: Yeah. After all, we really 
don’t care about Flair. He’s just an- 
other wrestler to us. Flair would gain 
more by beating us than we would 
gain by beating Flair. 

ANIMAL: There’s only one problem 
with that, Hawk. 

HAWK: | know, brother: Nobody 
beats us. That’s why we’re the best. 
ANIMAL: And we're getting better all 
the time. We haven’t even come 
close to hitting our career stride yet. 
And when we do, brother, you’re 
really going to see hell break loose! 1 
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THE MOONDOGS 


(Continued from page 51) 


This Moondog appears to be taking Rick McGraw for a walk outside the ring. If 
Albano surprised the world with The Samoans he has absolutely bewildered 
the world with The Moondogs. 


all animal behavior disorders. I 
have seen chickens who wished to 
be horses, I have seen cats who 
wish to be parrots, and I once had a 
chimpanzee who wished to be 
Arnold Ziffel, the pig. 

“But a human who wishes to bea 
dog? I have never heard of such a 
thing. I suggest you consult witha 
psychologist who deals with 


humans.” 
Accepting Dr. Pearlman’s 
advice, I visited Dr. Dale 


Edmonds. To the good doctor, I 
again asked what he would think of 
humans who wanted to be dogs. 
“Any such human, and I am 
speaking very generally, purely on 
an academic level, who would wish 
to be a dog has lodged within a 


deep-rooted desire to be abused, an 
extremely servile personality. Of 
course, it does happen. I have seen 
instances of humans who would 
act like dogs. These extremely 
disturbed souls must be given help.” 

If that was their problem. | still 
wasn’t certain. I next spoke to a 
Fifth Avenue biologist specializing 
in disorders of this kind. 

“We call such a _ problem 
Reinholdt’s Syndrome. For 
reasons largely unknown to 
modern medicine, a very small 
number of babies, perhaps one ina 
million births, comes into the 
world with certain animal genes. 
How it happens we do not know. 
But these people often manifest 
their disorder through physical 
traits, such as hairiness or fangs, 
not behaviorally, as you 
indicated,” concluded Dr. 
Aaron Winston. 

That left me with the final 
possibility. The more I thought 
about it, the more sense it made. 
Perhaps, just perhaps, the 
Moondogs, Rex and King, were 
once normal human beings. 
Perhaps they were hypnotized, 
drugged, whatever, by the fiendish 
Captain. Perhaps they are totally 
innocent victims of yet another evil 


Albano plot to control the 
entire WWF? 
“Me?” Albano questioned. 


“Why would the Captain have to 
‘hypnotize anyone, fool? The 
Captain doesn’t need tricks, the 
Captain doesn’t need gimmicks, 
the Captain is a real live man who 
has a couple of real live Moondogs 
who have whipped, they have 
yelped, they have eaten and 
gnawed all over the area and they'll 
continue to help and bite and howl 
and do whatever the Captain 
decides. Thank you very much.” 
Thus I must end this article with 
that presumption, that somehow 
Lou Albano has lured Rex and 
King into his evil workshop and 
changed them from human beings 
into something not of this 
world. Oo 


ADAMS & TAYLOR 


(Continued from page 28) 


Taylor executes a flying bodypress on Steiner. While Taylor and Adams appear to get along 
with one another in public, other wrestlers say that they don’t enjoy teaming together. 


wrestler. ‘‘Terry takes his image very 
seriously—probably too seriously—and 
I don’t think he wanted to be associat- 
ed with Adams.” 

Adams knew that Taylor has gone 
through some hard times over the past 
10 months. In fact, Adams felt that 
Taylor was a jinx and had a black 
cloud hovering overhead. Adams, no 
lucky man himself, wanted to keep his 
distance from Taylor. 

“1 think that if anything can beat 
Chris and Terry, it’s Chris and Terry,” 
says Sam Houston. “Look at them in 
the ring. They’re so uncomfortable to- 
gether, yet they’re two of the best 
wrestlers around. I think it’s only a 
matter of time before things blow up.” 

Adams and Taylor refuse to discuss 
the situation and have managed to 
keep a happy front. They publicly 
compliment each other and are on 
their best behavior in the ring. But 
behind the scenes, fellow wrestlers 
know that Adams and Taylor have no 
great love for one another. 

One day, perhaps very shortly, it 
will bring them down. O 
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Jacques Rougeau (above) and Raymond 
(below) started the match against 
Taylor but quickly went to the side- 
lines as soon as the brawl] began. 


But Hans wasn’t moving. 

Exasperated, Taylor stepped ‘outside 
the ropes and went after Schmidt, who 
was keeping a safe distance away. 

Hans pointed to a cut on his head he 
had suffered in a recent match and said 
“I’m not ready to commit suicide now. 
I’m staying right here!” 

“That's what you think!” screamed 
Taylor, who started chasing after him. 

Dick dragged Hans under the ropes. 
“Okay, you coward, you don’t have to face 
the Rougeaus. Face me!” With that he 
punched Schmidt square in the mouth, 
following with a kick to the stomach. 

“Take that!” continued Taylor, while 
kneedropping Hans. “And that!” he 
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PARTNERS— ENEMIES 


(Continued 
from page 45) 
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announced as he threw Schmidt into the 
ropes and started strangling him with 
them. 

Suddenly the match started to move 
with uncommon ferocity. Dick was kick- 
ing, punching, clawing, and strangling 
Schmidt. Hans soon recovered his get- 
up-and-go and let Taylor have it. He came 
hurtling off the top rope into Dick’s 
stomach. He threw punches at his head. 
He knocked the air out of his stomach. 

The match was wild and fast. And dur- 
ing all this ferocious wrestling, the 
Rougeaus had stepped out of the ropes 
and taken seats in the front rows. 

While Schmidt and Stevens were 
knocking the living daylights out of each 
other, the Rougeaus happily looked on, 
loving every minute of it. 

“What a match!” laughed Jacques. 
“Look at those guys go.” 

“Fantastic” yelled Ray. “This has to 
be the easiest match we ever had.” Both 
of them roared with laughter.” 

But one man who wasn’t laughing at 
all was the man who had held a victory 
celebration too early. Eddie Creatchman 
not only wasn’t laughing—he was liter- 
ally tearing his hair out! 

“Well, how do you feel about your new 
team, Eddie?” a newsman asked sarcas- 
tically. 

“Shuddap, will ya!” he yelled back. 
“You think you’re funny. Those maniacs! 
What do they think they're doing? Don’t 
they have any respect for The Brain? Don't 
they know who | am?” 

But no matter how mistaken Creatch- 
man felt, he was right about one thing. 
Taylor and Schmidt made a fantastic 
team. They were tremendous. But not 
with each other. Against each other! (9 


FOUR HORSEMEN 


(Continued from page 43) 


Tully and Am were two-time World 
tag champs. Windham and Luger both 
held the U.S. title. Blanchard was TV 
champ. It is an incredible record of 
success, and yet another example of a 
great empire falling. 

“When you look at it, instability was 
always a major problem,” NWA an- 
nouncer Jim Ross said. “Besides the 
volatile personalities, there were always 
guys shuffling in and out; there was no 
continuity at all. Besides, if they were 
going to have stability, they needed a 
manager more dependable than Dillon. 
This guy was always plotting some- 
thing, and nobody, not even the 
Horsemen themselves, ever really knew 
what was going on.” 

Flair, the only member who was 
there from start to finish, didn’t place 
all of the blame on Dillon. 

“Look, the Horsemen were the 
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Rick Steamboat pins Ric Flair with a flying 
bodypress in his retum to the NWA. After 
the loss, Flair fired J.J. Dillon—and the 
Horsemen were no more. 


Barry Windham and Flair are down on the 
mat as Steamboat’s hand is raised in vic- 
tory (top). Ole Anderson rakes Am Ander- 
son in the eyes (middle) shortly after leav- 
ing the Horsemen. Anderson and Blanchard 
attack Lex Luger with a chair (bottom). 
Luger split with the Horsemen after he re- 
fused to allow Dillon to win a battle royal. 


most powerful thing going for three 
years, and it was expected that there 
were going to be some changes. I 
stuck it out, but that’s because I was 
the leader. I never complained because 
I always took action. 

“But let me tell you something,” 
Flair added, “the Horsemen aren't 
dead. There's still me and Barry, and 
Hiro Matsuda’s coming in to put every- 
thing back together. Maybe it’s not 
going to be the original, but it’s going 
to be better. This is 1989, baby, not 
1986, and the world better get ready 
for something new.” 

Flair, however, might be the one to 
blame for the Horsemen’s slow de- 
struction. He was, after all, the one 
constant throughout the group’s histo- 
ry. Perhaps the other members of the 
Horsemen couldn't learn to live with 
the “Nature Boy.” With a larger-than- 
life ego and an intensely abrasive per- 
sonality, could it be that Ric Flair is 
the only person who can live with Ric 
Flair? 

Or maybe, quite simply, time just 
took its toll. The Freebirds broke up 
last year after a long alliance. The 
Megapowers barely survived a year. 
Three years is a very long time in pro 
wrestling. The Four Horsemen, in fact, 
probably lasted longer than they 
should have. 

Along the way, however, nearly ev- 
ery feud in the NWA revolved around 
the Horsemen. They changed the 
course of wrestling in the NWA and 
the WWF, where Tully and Am are 
now top contenders to the World tag 
team title. And individual members are 
still going strong: Flair is World champ 
and Windham is U.S. champ. 

The Four Horsemen are a legend 
never to be forgotten. Ironically, 
though, it was the course of destruc- 
tion they blazed that ultimately de- 
stroyed them. O 
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the hands of a Steiner, it’s downright 
awesome.” 

“We’re new to the NWA, and I 
thought we we’re lucky to secure a 
series of World tag team title shots 
right off the bat,” said one masked 
member of the Minnesota Wrecking 
Crew II. “But the fact of the matter 
is, it’s like running full-speed right into 
a brick wall. There’s no give. Man, 
those guys are as solid as a couple of 
six-foot-tall rocks.” 

“The first time we wrestled the 
Steiners, before the match, I knew we 
were going to be in for a fight,” said 
the other masked Wrecking Crew 
member. ‘But I never imagined that 
they’d be that powerful. You look at 
them, I mean, Rick is kind of goofy, 
and Scott still has the look of a teen- 
aged kid in his face, but jeez! Don’t 
ever underestimate either of them, 
that’s my advice to anybody who 
might be stepping into the ring with 
them.” 

Ole Anderson, manager and adviser 
to the Wrecking Crew, declined com- 
ment. Perhaps that has something to 
do with the way the Steiners have 
dominated the Wrecking Crew in re- 
cent weeks. Or perhaps it has to do 
with the fact that Rick and Scott deliv- 
ered a humiliating and painful defeat 
to Ole and Arn Anderson at Wrestle 


Rick's. “Steinerline” levels Fatu (above). 
Scott gives Hawk a spinecrusher (right). 
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THE STEINERS 


(Continued from page 25) 


90 in Greensboro, 
Carolina. 

“Pure power, or at least as close to 
it as two humans can get,” said Sir 
Oliver Humperdink, whose Wild Sa- 
moans delivered a rare loss to the 


North 


Steiners—by disqualification—at 


Starrcade °89. “Samoan Savage kept 
wanting to butt heads with those guys, 
to try and meet them blow-for-blow in 
the power department, but I knew it 
couldn’t be done. That’s the function 


of a manager, to help his men avoid 
an opponent’s strengths and capitalize 
on his weaknesses. Right now, the way 
the Steiners are, I think a disqualifica- 
tion win is the only win anybody’s 
likely to get on them.” 

Doom also took on the Steiners at 
the Iron Team competition—and lost. 
Still, they remained number-one con- 
tenders to Rick and Scott’s NWA 
World tag team title for several 
months, and have faced them—and 


Michael Hayes is among the many victims 
of the ‘‘Frankensteiner” (above). 


lost to them—in arenas from coast to 
coast. 

“Hey, I’m not too big a man not to 
give credit where credit is due,”’ says 
Butch Reed. ‘‘I don’t think they’re 
great wrestlers, let me say that first 
off. They’re one-dimensional. I mean, 
beyond suplexes, what have they got? 
Take away that one weapon, and 
they’re nothing. But one thing they 
are, brother, is rock-solid. You get 
slammed in the face by one of their 
forearms, and you know you’ve been 
hit.”” 


Scott occasionally puts aside his outstand- 
ing array of maneuvers and uses his fists, 
as he does here against Ar Anderson. 


“Tough, brother, real tough,” 
agrees Ron Simmons. “You wrestle a 
couple of guys like that, and you find 
yourself pressing yourself to the limit. 
Man, my adrenaline pumps like crazy 
when I know we’ve gotta face them. 
But damn it, seems like whenever I get 
back to the dressing room after the 
match, I start finding bruises and rasp- 
berries I never had before I went in 
there. Yeah, they’re tough, no doubt 
about that.” 

“All I know,” said Jacko Victory, 
‘Ss that every time I look down at a 
match contract and see that I’m not 
going to be wrestling the Steiners, I 
breathe a little easier. It’s probably 
what a prisoner feels like when he gets 
a reprieve from the governor!” 
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INTERVIEW 


(Continued from page 14) 


BF: You’d better believe it. I don’t 
think I’ye bled so much in my 
entire life. For the first time in 
my career, I was more concerned 
with getting out of the ring alive 
than with winning the match. It 
was that fierce. 

But you guys did win and came 
out very much alive. Is it possible 
that your matches with The 


ws: 


Sheepherders have weakened you, 
maybe dulled your edge a little? 
That’s possible, but we don’t 
want to make any excuses. 


TR: 


Tommy Rogers thought he had said good- 
bye to Missy Hyatt when The Fantastics left 
Texas. Now Missy has joined forces with 
Eddie Gilbert in the UWF. 

BF: It’s a wrestler’s job to get into 
that ring every night and give his 
all. If a person isn’t capable of 
doing it, then he should get out 
of the business. 

I don’t think anybody can accuse 
either The Sheepherders or The 
Fantastics of not giving their all. 
What is it about The Sheepherd- 
ers that makes them so tough? 
[ll answer that one. They’re tre- 
mendously strong, first of all, 
and I think that comes from their 
upbringing. From what I’ve 
heard, they’re both sons of farm- 
ers back in New Zealand. More 
important, they’re hungry wres- 
tlers. They’ve been poor all their 
lives and now they have a chance 
to make some real money, so 
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A suffering Fulton is comforted by Rogers 
and Fantastics’ ally Terry Taylor. 
nothing’s going to stop them. 
There’s nothing more dangerous 
than a hungry wrestler. Also, The 
Sheepherders know how to work 
together. I hate to admit it, but 
they’re really a formidable team. 
Which makes beating them so 
much more gratifying. You know 
you’ve really done something 
when you beat The Sheepherders. 
If nothing else, you’ve forced the 
UWF to bar Sheepherders-Fan- 
tastics matches from television. 
Yeah, I heard about that, and I 
can’t say I entirely disagree with 
the decision. Things do tend to 
get a little out of hand. 
But as it turns out, you’re going 
to have less and less time to wres- 
tle The Sheepherders, especially 
with The Freebirds waiting in the 
wings. 
The Freebirds! Man, it’s incredi- 
ble but I guess what goes around 
comes around. All these guys, 
Jack Victory, Missy Hyatt, The 
Freebirds, we feuded with when 
we were in World Class. Some 
things never change. The Free- 
birds really aren’t our main worry 
right now, but when the time 
comes, we'll be ready for them. 
: We’re ready for anyone. Bobby 
and I have never backed down 
from a challenge and we’re not 
about to start now. I think that’s 
what our fans like most about us. 
The Fantastics are not all talk, no 
action, like some teams. When 
we say we're going to do some- 
thing, we do it. O 
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THE SUPERPOWERS 


(Continued from page 53) 


Loyalty runs deep in the Rock 'n’ 
Rolls. 

@ The new Midnight Express 
showed that they are an immedi- 
ate force to be reckoned with. 
Stan Lane, who has replaced Den- 
nis Condrey, displayed outstand- 
ing talent and the ability to work 
with Bobby Eaton. The Midnight 
Express went all the way to the 
semifinals, where they were elimi- 
nated by Rhodes and Koloff. 

@ Defending champions The 
Road Warriors, still steaming over 
not being made the number one 
seed, were eliminated at 11:28 of 
their quarterfinal match against 
The Midnight Express. Animal was 
disqualified after he stole Jim 
Comette’s tennis racket, and Com- 
ette later threw fire at Animal. Af 
terward, the fallen Warriors pro- 
claimed, “The Midnight Express 
are dead meat!” 

@ NWA World tag team cham- 
pions Rick Rude and Manny Fer- 
nandez, the tournament’s number- 
one seed, were upset by The 
Superpowers in the quarterfinals. 
Rhodes rolled up Fermandez for 
the pin at the 9:40 mark to win the 
match and severely damage the 
champions’ reputation. 

@ The Japanese team of Giant 
Baba and Isao Takagi went all the 
way to the semifinals, with gener- 
ous thanks to byes in the first and 
third rounds. The deliberate, sci- 
entific style of the Japanese team 
was ineffective, however, in a 
semifinal loss to Blanchard and 
Luger. They returmmed to Japan in 
defeat, having impressed no one. 

@ And, finally, after a grueling 
semifinal victory over The Mid- 
night Express, Rhodes and Koloff 
derived new energy from the 
presence of Magnum T.A, The 
crowd was stirred and the match 
was fast-paced. Watching the 
match on a dressing room monitor, 
Magnum T.A. said, “Nikita has 
touched my life. I hope that I have 


moment of the tourmament, Magnum T.A. hugs Rhodes before embracing Koloff (above 
right). Magnum’s presence inspired The Superpowers to victory. 


Tully Blanchard applies a chinlock on Ko- 
loff. Blanchard and Lex Luger squared off 
against Koloff and Rhodes in the final 
match. 


touched him in a positive way, 
too.” 

He obviously had. And, in doing 
so, he helped tum the Crockett 
Cup into a Magnum T.A. tribute. 
The experts can talk about the out- 
standing abilities of Rhodes and 
Koloff: Rhodes, the veteran, with 
his ring savvy and overall knowl- 
edge of the game; Koloff, the 
young superstar, with his incredi- 
ble strength and brawling ability. 
They make a formidable team, to 
be sure. 

But they would have never been 
together if not for Magnum T.A. 
This was a team forged out of 


Nikita Koloff's commitment to car- 
ry on the cause of his once-hated 
rival. As an athlete, Koloff recog- 
nized the tremendous skill and de- 
sire of Magnum; although fierce 
competitors, they had gained 
much respect for each other, a sit- 
uation not unusual in sports. 

So, after Magnum’s tragic auto- 
mobile accident, Koloff announced 
his intentions to fight for Magnum 


The winning pinfall: Before Blanchard pile- 
drives Koloff, Rhodes catches him with a 
ing bodypress. Rhodes was, in fact, the 


flyi 
legal man in the ring. 
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T.A. on the side of Dusty Rhodes. 
They called themselves The Su- 
perpowers. And despite protests 
from his uncle Ivan Koloff and the 
Soviet government, Nikita carried 
on. Over time, The Superpowers 
developed into an impressive 
team. Going into the Crockett Cup 
tournament, they were the num- 
ber-two seed. 

Stil, who could have thought 
that this already amazing story 
would have such an improbable 
chapter? Russian and American, 
former enemies, join together de- 
spite the protests of the Soviet 
government and win the richest 
tournament in professional wres- 
tling. Ridiculous! Totally 
improbable! 

And then again, the idea of 
Magnum-T.A. even standing on his 
own two feet and walking to the 
ring aided only by a cane was 
more than improbable five months 
ago. It was absolutely preposter- 
ous. It couldn’t happen. But it did. 
Magnum walked to the ring, em- 
braced his Russian friend, and a 
tear came to his eye. Then the 
Russian and the American proved 
that the two countries could, in- 
deed, work together toward a mu- 
tual goal. 

At times, wrestling can teach 
great lessons. This was one of 
those times. Oo 
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NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
CHAMPION: RIC FLAIR 
243 pounds, Minneapolis, MN 


1 GREG VALENTINE 6 BOB ARMSTRONG 
243, Seattle, WA 229, Marietta, GA 
2 PAUL ORNDORFF 7 BARRY WINDHAM 
246, Brandon, FL 230, Sweetwater, TX 
3 MIKE GRAHAM 8 TOMMY RICH 
220, Tampa, FL 238, Hendersonville, TN 
4 KERRY VON ERICH 9 HARLEY RACE 
251, Denton, TX 255, Kansas City, MO 
ee 5 DORY FUNK, JR. 10 BRUISER BRODY 
BRUISER BRODY 244, Amarillo, TX 280 Santa Fe, NM 


AMERICAN WRESTLING ASSOCIATION 
CHAMPION: NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245 pounds, Beverly Hills, CA 


1 JERRY LAWLER 6 TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, Memphis, TN 230, San Antonio, TX 

2 RICK MARTEL 7 MAD DOG VACHON 
236, Quebec City, Quebec 225, Algeria 

3 HULK HOGAN 8 JESSE VENTURA 
320, Venice Beach, CA 270, Muscle Beach, CA 

4 WAHOO McDANIEL 9 CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
260, Midland, TX 474, Stone Mountain, GA 

Es oe 5 KEN PATERA 10 GREG GAGNE 
JESSE VENTURA 256, Portland, OR 220, Robbinsdale, MN 


WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION 
CHAMPION: BOB BACKLUND 
242 pound, Princeton, MN 


1 MAGNIFICENT MURACO 6 PEDRO MORALES 

247, Sunset Beach, HI 240, Culebra, Puerto Rico 
2 IVAN KOLOFF 7 ROCKY JOHNSON 

249, Russia 244, Washington, DC 
3 JIMMY SNUKA 8 SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 

250, Fiji Islands 260, Paradise Valley, AZ 
4 JOHN STUDD 9 RAY STEVENS 

364, Washington, DC 238, San Francisco, CA 
5 MIKE SHARPE 10 EDDIE GILBERT 


EDDIE GILBERT __ 271, Winnipeg, Canada 212, Lexington, KY 


arinas 


= TAG TEAMS 
1 SGT. SLAUGHTER & DON KERNODLE 6 THE FREEBIRDS 
Combined weight: 513 pounds Combined weight: 791 pounds* 
2 GREG GAGNE & JIM BRUNZELL 7 THE SAMOANS 
Combined weight: 445 pounds Combined weight: 598 
3 JAY & JULES STRONGBOW 8 TED DiBIASE & MATT BORNE 
Combined weight: 513 pounds Combined weight: 492 pounds 
4 THE MASKED GRAPPLERS 9 THE MONGOLS 
Combined weight: 520 pounds Combined weight: 541 pounds 
5 THE FABULOUS KANGAROOS 10 THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
Combined weight: 483 pounds Combined weight: 752 pounds* 


*Combined weights reflect three team members 


MOST POPULAR WRESTLERS 


1 DUSTY RHODES 6 BOB BACKLUND 
302, Austin, TX 242, Princeton, NJ 
2 ANDRE THE GIANT 7 KERRY VON ERICH 
497, Grenoble, France 251, Denton, TX 
3 JIMMY SNUKA 8 JACK BRISCO 
250, Fiji Islands 232, Blackwell, OK 
4 HULK HOGAN 9 TOMMY RICH 
320, Venice Beach, CA 238, Hendersonville, TN 
5 RICK MARTEL 10 MR. WRESTLING II 
236, Quebec City, Canada 232, Atlanta, GA 


MOST HATED WRESTLERS 


1 GREG VALENTINE 6 TULLY BLANCHARD 
243, Seattle, WA 235, San Antonio, TX 
2 KEVIN SULLIVAN 7 BUZZ SAWYER 
235, Boston, MA 240, St. Petersburg, FL 
3 RIC FLAIR 8 THE GREAT KABUKI 
243, Minneapolis, MN 252, Singapore 
4 TED DiBIASE 9 BOB ARMSTRONG "% . 
247, Omaha, NE 229, Marietta, GA wipe a Fas 
5 NICK BOCKWINKEL 10 MAGNIFICENT MURACO a ‘e 1 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 247, Sunset Beach, HI MAGNIFICENT MURACO 


67 


_ 


Dustin Rhodes 


wcw 
World Champion: 
BIG VAN VADER 
(C) 450, Denver, CO 
1—DUSTIN RHODES 
(2) 254, Austin, TX 
2—RICK RUDE 
(3) 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 
(4) 238, Honolulu, HI 
4—STING 
(5) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
5—STEVE REGAL 
(-) 247, Blackpool, England 
6—RIC FLAIR 
(1) 243, Minneapolis, MN 
7—SID VICIOUS 
(8) 318, West Memphis, AR 
8—SHOCKMASTER 
(-) 407, Pittsburgh, PA 
9—ARN ANDERSON 
{-) 249, Minneapolis, MN 
10—PAUL ORNDORFF 
(7) 253, Brandon, FL 


For period ended October 10, 1993 


TOP 10 


YOKOZUNA 
550, Samoa 

1) WWE World champion 
BIG VAN VADER 
450, Denver, CO 
(2) WCW World champion 
RAZOR RAMON 
291, Minneapolis, MN 
(-) WWE Intercontinental champion 
RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 


(-) No. 2 contender: WCW World title 


DUSTIN RHODES 
254, Austin, TX 

(7) WCW U.S. champion 
THE UNDERTAKER 
320, parts unknown 


(10) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 


RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


TAG TEAMS 


2 COLD SCORPIO & MARCUS BAGWELI 
Combined weight: 460 pounds 
(8) WCW World tag team champions 
THE QUEBECERS < 
Combined weight: 472 pounds 
(-}) WWE World tag team champions 
ADAM BOMB & BAM BAM BIGELOW 
Combined weight: 623 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(4) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
THE ROCK ‘N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 
(7) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 
RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 
(2) No. 2 contenders: WWE World tag title 
THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
Combined weight: 450 pounds 
3) No. 3 contenders: WWE Worid title 


BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 


BRIAN LEE 
251, los Angeles, CA 


o ao nn Oo 81 BP |S LD = 


(5) No. 6 contender: WCW World title 


{4) No. 3 contender: WWF World fitle 


(-) Smoky Mountain champion 
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{-) USWA tag team champions 
SCOTT & STEVE ARMSTRONG 
Combined weight: 436 pounds 

(10) No. 1 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 


THE DOGCATCHERS 
Combined weight: 468 pounds 


10 JERRY LAWLER 10 RIC FLAIR & ARN ANDERSON 
234, Memphis, TN Combined weight: 492 pounds 
(-) USWA champion (-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
WWE GLOBAL USWA 
World Champion: Global ight Champion: USWA Champion: 
YOKOZUNA ICEMAN PARSONS JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 550, Samoa (C) 245, St. Louis, MO (C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—RAZOR RAMON 1—CHRIS ADAMS 1—TOMMY RICH 
(8) 291, Minneapolis, MN (2) 228, Stratford, England (2) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
2—THE UNDERTAKER 2—BLACK BART 2—JEFF JARRETT 
(3) 320, parts unknown (4) 261, Pampa, TX (1) 220, Hendersonville, TN 
3—BRET HART 3—SCOTT PUTSKI 3—TATANKA 
(4) 235, Calgary, Alberta (5) 235, Austin, TX (-) 260, Miami, FL 
4—RICK MARTEL 4—JOHN HAWK 4—RANDY SAVAGE 
(-) 236, Quebec City, Quebec (6) 280, Sweetwater, TX (-) 245, Sarasota, FL 
5—TATANKA 5—MIKE DAVIS 5—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(-) 260, Miami, FL (-) 235, Tampa, FL (4) 230, Memphis, TN 
6—RANDY SAVAGE 6—ANGEL OF DEATH 6—SPELLBINDER 
(5) 245, Sarasota, FL (10) 310, Los Angeles, CA (-} 283, parts unknown 
7—CURT HENNIG 7—ALEX PORTEAU 7—BULL PAIN 
(6) 240, Minneapolis, MN {-) 235, Dallas, TX (-) 266, Columbia, SC 
8—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 8—MOADIB 8—MIKE ANTHONY 
(7) 245, Syracuse, NY (-) 285, parts unknown (10) 205, Calgary, Alberta 
9—DIESEL 9—STEVEN DANE 9—DOGCATCHER 
(-) 323, Reno, NV (8) 232, Dallas, TX (-) 220, parts unknown 
10—BAM BAM BIGELOW 10—KILLER BROOKS 10—TONY FALK 
(-) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ (7) 254, Waxahachie, TX (9) 237, Memphis, TN 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS | 


‘Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality 


y nth, quality of opposition 
and inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by The agentes conor” 


——_ 


board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of 


wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes to our offices. All other 
based on the official current 


ratings are 


positions of challengers to the top title in the category; certain titleholders 
receive an automatic spot in the ratings. 


MOST POPULAR 


] STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


@ BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 


Las? issue: No. 3 Mos? Popular 


3 TATANKA 
260, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


é, RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


5 DUSTIN RHODES 
254, Austin, IX 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


8 LEX LUGER 
290, Chicago, IL 


Last issue: No. 1 Mos? Popular 


7 DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, leeds, England 


Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular j 


8 CURT HENNIG 
240, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


RICK STEAMBOAT 


238, Honolulu, HI 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular |) 


<a 10 JEFF JARRETT 


Jeff Jarrett Za; Feo lle, TN 

MOKY MOUNTAIN IWCCW 
noky Mountain Champion: IWCCW Champion: 
RIAN LEE TITLE VACANT 
) 251, los Angeles, CA (C) To be determined in tourney 
1—JIM DEL RAY 1—HERCULES 

(1) 234, Kingsport, TN (1) 255, Tampa, FL 
2—TRACEY SMOTHERS 2—GREG VALENTINE 

(-) 227, Atanta, GA (2) 243, Seattle, WA 
3—TIM HORNER 3—TONY ATLAS 

$3) 235, Morristown, TN (3) 247, Roanoke, VA 
4—CHRIS CANDIDO 4—KOKO B. WARE 

(4) 226, Carteret, NJ (4) 229, Union City, TN 
5—TONY ANTHONY 5—KENDALL WINDHAM 

(2). 235, Bucksnort, TN (5) 220, Sweetwater, TX 
6—RICK MORTON 6—JOE SAVOLDI 

(7) 228, Memphis, TN (6) 220, Parsippany, NJ 
7—TOM PRICHARD 7—TASMANIAC 

{-) 220, Houston, TX (7) 232, Tasmania 
8—ROBERT GIBSON 8—LANCE VON ERICH 

(10) 225, Pensacola, FL (8) 260, Arlington, TX 
9—STEVE ARMSTRONG 9—TOMMY DREAMER 

(-) 224, Marietta, GA (9) 245, Yonkers, NY 
O—SCOTT ARMSTRONG 10—JOHNNY WILDSIDE 


(-) 212, Marietta, GA 


(10) 285, parts unknown 


MOST HATED 


| BIG VAN VADER 

450, Denver, CO 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated _ 
2 YOKOZUNA 

550, Samoa 

Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated _ 
3 SID VICIOUS 

318, West Memphis, AR 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated _ 
4 RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 

Last issue: No. 6 Mos? Hated 
5 JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated _ 
6 PAUL ORNDORFF 

253, Brandon, FL 

Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated 
7 STEVE REGAL 

247, Blackpool, England 

Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
8 BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 

230, Memphis, TN 

Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 
2) MAXX PAYNE 

350, lowa City, IA 

Lastissue: unrated 

10 SHAWN MICHAELS 
220, San Antonio, TX 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


ECW: ECW Champion—Sabu; 1—Terry Funk; 2—Jimmy Snuka; 3—Don 
Muraco; 4—Abdullah the Butcher; 5—Kevin Sullivan; 6—J.T. Smith; 7—Johnny 
Hot Body; 8—Tommy Cairo; 9—The Sandman; 10—Metal Maniac. 

ICWA: ICWA Champion—Frankie Rose; 1—Jumbo Barretta; 2—Lanny Poffo; 
3—The Surgeon General; 4—Rico Frederico; 5—Kenny Kendall; 6—Jammin' 
Johnny; 7—Coconut Kid; 8—Bad Boy Bradley; 9—Bill Pain; 10—Sid Powers. 
PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; I—Hawk; 2—Nailz; 3—The Punisher; 
4—Jerry Lynn; 5—Brad Rheingans; 6—Tommy Ferrara; 7—Derrick Dukes; 8— 
Randy Gusto; 9—Billy Blaze; 10—Baron Von Raschke. 

PWF: PWF Champion—Austin Steele; 1—Flaming Youth; 2—George South; 
3—Htalian Stallion; 4—Scotty McKeever; 5—Terry Austin; 6—Star Ryder; 7— 
Killdozer; 8—Russian Assassin |; 9—Cruel Connection Il; 10—Russian Assassin 
ll. 

SOUTHERN STATES WRESTLING: SSW Champion—Wayne Rogers; 
1—Jimmy Golden; 2—G.Q. Stratus; 3—Mike Samson; 4—The Mongolian 
Stomper; 5—Eddie Golden; 6—Danny Christian; 7—Billy Marshall; 8—Shyfire; 
9—Keith Hart; 10—Alex Shane. 

USA: USA TV Champion—Col. DeBeers; 1—Larry Oliver; 2—Crush; 3—Jesse 
Barr; 4A—C.W. Bergstrom; 5—Bruiser Brian; 6—Lou Andrews; 7—Dane Rush; 
8—John Rambo; 9—Karl Pope; 10—Jim Pope. 

WWA: WWA Champion—Boy Gone Bad; 1—Friendly Frank; 2—Ray 
Odyssey; 3—Abudah Singh; 4—Ed the Razor; 5—Chris Powers; 6—Duane 
Gill 7—Akita Kaos; Bonny Knight; 9—Barry Hardy; 10—Scott Vida. 
WWE: WWC Universal Champion—Greg Valentine; 1—Invader |; 2—Ricky 
Santana; 3—The Barbarian; 4—Dusty Wale: 5—Mohammed Hussein; 6—El 
Bronco; 7—La Ley; 8—John Savage; 9—Giant Warrior; 10—Jose Luis Rivera. 


Paul Orndortf 
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ATINGS ANALYSIS 


What’s in a name ... 
what’s in a title? The hard 
work in compiling ratings is 
supposed to be determining 
which wrestlers—and in 
what order—are the top 
contenders to the many 
major titles in the sport. 
Deciding what to call the 
titles shouldn’t be a 
problem ... should it? Well, 
only in WCW and in the 
USWA, 

Let’s start in Jerry 
Lawler country, the Mem- 
phis-based USWA. The top 
prize there is the USWA 
heavyweight title. “Macho 

Man” Randy Savage, of all people, holds that honor. He dethroned “The 
King” in Lawler’s hometown just before we went to press. 

The next-best piece of championship hardware there is the Southern 
title, a belt held on seven separate occasions by Tennessee favorite Jeff 
Jarrett. At press time, Jarrett was again champion; he defeated Tommy 
Rich to capture the held-up title. 

The USWA, however, has renamed the titles, It now calls the USWA 
title the “Unified title,” arguing that a Lawler-Kerry Von Erich match on 
December 13, 1988—won by Lawler to become the initial USWA champ— 
unified the World Class Championship Wrestling and AWA World titles. 
And the old Southern belt is now referred to as the USWA title in Memphis. 
The old AWA, however, never recognized the WCCW-AWA unification. 

So, to avoid confusion—and because we’re not sold on the argument for 
calling the title currently claimed by Savage “unified” —we’te sticking with 
the status quo: The “Macho Man” is USWA champ (at press time), the 
Southern belt is around Jarrett’s waist. 

But compared to WCW, the USWA’s title situation is crystal-clear! 

As of September 1, 1993, WCW severed all ties with the NWA. Prior to 
the split, we had recognized Ric Flair as NWA champion and Arn Anderson 
and Paul Roma as NWA (and WCW World) tag team champions. 

A lot happened on September 19 at Fall Brawl, WCW’s pay-per-view 
event. The Nasty Boys (since dethroned by 2 Cold Scorpio and Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell) defeated Anderson and Roma, for one. That didn’t 
cause us much confusion in the ratings. We simply recognized Jerry Sags 
and Brian Knobs as WCW World champions, but not NWA tag team 
champions. 
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But Rick Rude also defeated Flair that evening in Houston. Thus, 
WCW bills Rude as just the world heavyweight champion, since it can no 
longer use the NWA name. Big problem! We have decided not to recognize 
that title since it would mean WCW had two world champions. Big Van 
Vader has been WCW World titleholder since St. Patrick’s Day. 

The Rude-Flair Fall Brawl match was a classic, and we recognize that 
the “Ravishing One’s” victory was important, but as we’ve outlined in the 
January 1994 issue of our 
related magazine The 
Wrestler, Rude’s win made 
him champion of nothing. 

This whole messy 
situation should be cleaned 
up in coming months. The 
NWA is expected to hold a 
tournament sometime in 
1994 to determine a new 
champion; WCW will 
likely sanction a match to 
unify Rude’s title with the 
WCW World belt. 

For the time being, we 
will consider the NWA 
heavyweight and NWA tag 
team titles vacant. And 
since we don’t recognize 
Rude’s title, the U.S. champion—Dustin Rhodes at press time—will 
automatically receive the number-one contender slot in the WCW rankings. 

Simple enough, right? 


Rick Rude 


A Vader is a Vader, by any other name. When is Big Van Vader no 
longer Big Van Vader? When rights to the name are held by a Japanese 
wrestling promotion, that’s when. That promotion is not allowing WCW to 
use the name in reference to their World champ. As a result, the Colorado 
power bomber is simply called “Vader” on all WCW TV programs and in 
WCW Magazine. 

To make things more complicated, he is referred to as “Super Vader” on 
some cards in the Orient. We're sticking with Big Van Vader, thank you! 


Are you confused? If you are, you’re not alone. Anyway, what do you 
think of the whole WCW/NWA situation? Is the title held by Mr. Rude 
somehow diminished in importance because of these happenings? Let us 
know your opinions. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o WRESTLING CLASSICS, 
Box 956, Fort Washington, PA 19034. oO 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated y 
_. magazine has all the inside information you want and it’s 
only a phone call away. 


a 
i If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, 
= you'll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and you'll be the 
first to learn about . . . 


Exclusive news from behind the scenes 


Upcoming events 
Up-to-date results from around the world 


_ Title changes and transactions 
| Up-to-date ratings 
| Wrestler of the week 


Plus ¢ « e Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling /Ilustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling I/lustrated. 


CALL NOW 


‘INTHE US £900-884-4P 4 
IN THE UK, 089) 331144 


EF @ ® This service is available on both 
rotary-dial and touch-tone phones 
* Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute in the 
United Kingdom is 36p.cheap rate and 48p at all other times incl. VAT. 


Kids,.get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London, WC1N 3XX 
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\ oan sets new highs for realism and audiovisual effects. From now on all 4 
other boxing games are obsolete!” -Arnie Katz, Editor, Electronic Games 
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